
 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT December 4, 2016 

 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

1600 S. Main St. 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54937-9235 

www.stpetersfdl.net 
Worship:  Thursday, 6:30 p.m. ~ Sunday, 7:45 & 10:30 a.m. 

Phone:  922-1160 or 921-8075 
Pastor Michael J. Zuberbier:  517-8808 Pastor Matthew M. Guse:  517-9000 
For hospital visits or emergencies, please call Pastor Zuberbier at 517-8808. 
St. Peter’s Lutheran School, Mr. Andrew Mildebrandt, Principal 922-1160 ext. 302 
Winnebago Lutheran Academy, Mr. David Schroeder, Principal 921-4930 ext. 304 
 

WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE  May the Advent of our King refresh your soul and 
renew your spirit. 
 
VISITORS  We are pleased that you have joined us this morning to lift your voice with 
ours in praising the only true God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. If you are from this area 
and are looking for a church home, please feel free to inquire about our congregation 
through the pastors, one of the ushers, or one of the members. If you are a visitor from 
out of town, please be sure to introduce yourself to one of the pastors after the service. 
We welcome all of you to come and worship with us again. 
 
RADIO MINISTRY  Our congregation has a radio ministry to serve our sick and 
homebound and to reach the souls of our community. Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each 
Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current weekend’s sermon. 
 
PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONE and all other electrical devices to help 
minimize distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you. 
 
TO ASSIST YOU  Just ask an usher! We have six large print hymnals available. 
Personal public address systems are available for the hearing impaired. Children’s 

bulletins suitable for preschool-age through grade 4 are available. A cry room with 

audio feed and a window into the sanctuary is available for parents who find it 
necessary to carry their children out of the sanctuary during the service. It is located to 
the left as you enter the narthex. Family restrooms are available in the multi-purpose 
room off the narthex or on the right side of the large hallway leading to the school wing. 
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HOLY COMMUNION  Today we have the privilege of receiving Christ’s true body 
and blood in, with and under the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Through this 
sacrament the Holy Spirit seals to us the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation for the 
strengthening of our faith. Scriptures also teach that as we commune together, we are 
publicly testifying to a complete unity of faith based on a confession of all of God’s 
Word. For this reason we respectfully request that all of those who are not members of 
the WELS or our sister ELS please speak with one of the pastors before communing with 
us. We remind you to be sure to fill out a communion registration card and place it in the 
offering plate. For your personal preparation before communing, turn to pages 156 and 
11 in the front of the hymnal. Thank you. 
 

A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  We hail you as our Savior, Lord, our refuge and our 
great reward. Without your grace we waste away like flowers that wither and decay. 
Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, and lift us up to fall no more. Oh, make your 
face on us to shine, and fill the world with love divine. Amen. (See also the prayers on 
pages 10-11 of Christian Worship.) 
 
SERVICE THEME  Prepare for the Advent of your King! 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

These sentences will be spoken and the Advent candles lit immediately following the 
tolling of the bell at the beginning of the service. 
 

Advent 2 

M: We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus who came in history. He came into 
a world of sin and death. 

C: We remember Jesus who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist 

prepared the way of the Lord. 

M: We hear his call to repent. 
C: We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal. 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

Two Advent candles (the Prophecy and Bethlehem candles) are lit. 
The service continues with the opening hymn. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP The Common Service on page 15 in the front of the hymnal 
 
HYMNS OF THE DAY 13;  20;  14;  32;  12 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only 
Son. By his coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through 
the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
LESSON Acts 3:19-26 
With repentant hearts we look to the day when our Advent King will restore all things. 
 

“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ, who has been 
appointed for you—even Jesus. He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God 
to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. For Moses said, 
‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own 
people; you must listen to everything he tells you. Anyone who does not listen to him 
will be completely cut off from among his people.’ Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel 
on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days. And you are heirs of the prophets 
and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, ‘Through your 
offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ When God raised up his servant, he sent 
him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.” 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY  Alleluia! Alleluia! Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight 
paths for him. All mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12 
John the Baptist teaches us that through repentance—sorrow over sin and turning in 
faith to Jesus for forgiveness—we prepare a highway in our hearts for our Advent King. 
 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” This is he who was spoken of through the 
prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make 
straight paths for him.’” John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather 
belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. People went out to him from 
Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they 
were baptized by him in the Jordan River. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax 
is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be 
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cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me 
will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire.” 
 
SERMON TEXT Daniel 4:19-37 
We prepare for the Advent of our King by humbling ourselves before him. 
 

Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time, and his thoughts 
terrified him. So the king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning alarm 
you.” Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if only the dream applied to your enemies and its 
meaning to your adversaries! The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its top 
touching the sky, visible to the whole earth, with beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, 
providing food for all, giving shelter to the beasts of the field, and having nesting places 
in its branches for the birds of the air—you, O king, are that tree! You have become great 
and strong; your greatness has grown until it reaches the sky, and your dominion extends 
to distant parts of the earth. You, O king, saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down 
from heaven and saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump, bound 
with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field, while its roots remain in the ground. Let 
him be drenched with the dew of heaven; let him live like the wild animals, until seven 
times pass by for him.’ This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most 
High has issued against my lord the king: You will be driven away from people and will 
live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of 
heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is 
sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes. The command 
to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be restored to 
you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept 
my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being 
kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will continue.” All this 
happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the 
roof of the royal palace of Babylon, he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as 
the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” The words 
were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, 
King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. You will be driven 
away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. 
Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign 
over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.” Immediately what had 
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been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate 
grass like cattle. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like 
the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird. At the end of that time, I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I 
praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an 
eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation. All the peoples of 
the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and 
the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you 
done?” At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were 
returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I 
was restored to my throne and became even greater than before. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and 
all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 
 

Prepare Your Hearts for the King of Heaven Pastor Zuberbier 
1. Those who exalt themselves he humbles. 
2. Those who humble themselves he exalts. 

 

† 
ORGANIST  David Koepsell 
 
GREETERS 
7:45 ~ Gene & Judy Zwicky 10:30 ~ Gail Ehrenberg & Nancy Kowalkowski 
  

This Week at St. Peter’s 
www.stpetersfdl.net/calendar 

 TODAY   9:00am Sunday School/Disciples of Christ 
    3:00pm Advent by Candlelight 
 MONDAY   6:30pm Budget Committee 
    7:00pm Adult Bells  
 TUESDAY   6:00pm LGP Christmas Party 
    6:30pm Coordinating Council 
 WEDNESDAY   6:30pm Christ Child Concert 
 THURSDAY 12:00pm Gleaners Christmas Luncheon 
    6:30pm Worship/Open Forum 
 FRIDAY   7:00pm Joyful Witness Concert @ St. Paul’s NFDL 
 SATURDAY   2:30pm Joyful Witness Concert @ St. Luke’s Oakfield 
    8:00pm Alcoholism Awareness Support Group 
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  Daily Bible Readings 
12/04  1 Cor. 10:1-11:1  12/08  1 Cor. 14 
12/05  1 Cor. 11:2-34  12/09  1 Cor. 15:1-34 
12/06  1 Cor. 12   12/10  1 Cor. 15:35-38 
12/07  1 Cor. 13 

 
Last Week’s Stewardship 

Thanksgiving Worship:  248 + 158 = 406 Sunday Worship:  197 + 220 =417 
  
First Fruits to the Lord: Last Week Year-to-Date 
Thank offerings in support of the unified budget $30,010.97 
Other receipts in support of the unified budget 1,925.00 
Total receipts in support of the unified budget 31,935.97 $1,227,929.96 
Requirement to support the unified budget 29,211.54 1,402,153.92 
Overage (Shortfall) 2,724.43 (174,223.96) 
 

Improvement Fund 183.00 
WLA Forward in Trust 10.00 
Honoring the LORD! 215.00 
Parking Lot Expansion/Athletic Field Improvement 20.00 
 

Our Parking Lot/Athletic Fields (soccer and softball) Project goal is $153,000. To date, 
$138,106 has been received, leaving $14,894 to be gathered. 
 

There is a Giving Center next to the Cry Room for those who would like to give their gifts 
of love to the Lord via credit or debit card. Please immediately deposit your transactions 
into the designated wooden box. 
 

MEDITATIONS AND FORWARD IN CHRIST  The current issue of Meditations and 
the December issue of Forward in Christ are both available in the narthex. 
 
SPECIAL GIFTS  Sherman and Crystal Williams have given a special gift to the 
General Fund in thanksgiving for 50 years of marriage (Dec 3). Marilyn Gruber has given 
a special gift toward our deficit elimination in celebration of her 80th birthday (Nov 30). 
 
POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS  Today is the last day to order poinsettias. Each 
poinsettia is $14.00. Please fill out an envelope with your name, as well as the name(s) of 
the people in whose memory or honor you are donating the poinsettia. Please make your 
check payable to St. Peter’s Altar Guild and place into the floral box provided in the 
narthex. 
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CHRIST CHILD CONCERT  Our adult and children's vocal choirs, all three handbell 
choirs, and the 50 children in Jesus' Little Lambs preschool invite you to attend our 
annual Christ Child Concert this Wednesday, December 7th at 6:30pm. Come and enjoy 
familiar Christmas carols along with a couple of more recent arrangements of Christmas 
songs. 
 
NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY  We are looking for someone to coordinate our new 
2017-18 Church Directory. If interested please contact Courtney Turdo at 922-1160 ext. 
303 or courtneyturdo@stpetersfdl.net. 
 
JOYFUL WITNESS CONCERTS  Joyful Witness, a choir made up of singers from 
Fond du Lac and surrounding area WELS congregations, will present two Christmas 
concerts this weekend: 

• St Paul’s, North Fond du Lac ~ Friday, December 9th at 7:00 p.m. 
• St. Luke’s, Oakfield ~ Saturday, December 10th at 2:30p.m. 

 
GLEANERS CHRISTMAS PARTY  The Gleaners will be having their Christmas 
Party this week Thursday, December 8 at 12:00 p.m. in the multi-purpose room. The 
lunch will be brought in by Pump and Pantry. There will be a $10 charge. Call Mary 
Schmal at 921-1425 to register if you did not register at the last meeting. All are 
welcome! 
 
CHRISTMAS AT WISCONSIN LUTHERAN SEMINARY  Join the Seminary Chorus 
on December 11 at 3:00 and 7:00 pm. for Christmas at the Seminary. The men’s choir 
will share the story of Jesus’ birth in songs, carols, and hymns. Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary is located in Mequon at 11831 N Seminary Dr. The concert is held in the 
campus auditorium, and seating is available on a first-come, first-seated basis. The 
3:00pm. concert is streamed live at http://livestream.com/WLSLive. 
 
FESTIVAL OF FAVORITE HYMNS  This event will be held at Good Shepherd on 
Wednesday, December 14 at 6:30pm. During this festival your favorite Advent and 
Christmas hymns will be sung, along with other special music. Dinner will be served 
from 5:15-6:15pm before the service. 
 
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL CHOIR REHEARSAL  For anyone that would like to 
participate in the Christmas Festival worship services on Sunday, December 25th there 
will be a rehearsal on Tuesday, December 20th at 6:00pm. 
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WLA CHRISTMAS CONCERT  The Winnebago Lutheran Academy Sacred 
Christmas concert will be presented at WLA on Wednesday, December 21 at 7:00pm and 
again on Thursday, December 22 at 1:00. WLA welcomes back Joey Schumann (2000) 
and his Lutheran Ceili Orchestra as special guest artists. They will play by themselves as 
a celtic band for 30 minutes before each concert and accompany choir and congregation 
pieces during the concerts. All are invited to attend! 
 
WLA SECOND IMPRESSIONS THRIFT STORE is accepting donation drop offs 
every Tuesday (2 to 6pm) and Saturday (8am to Noon) through December. Please see the 
WLA website (www.wlavikings.org) for a list of items that are not being accepted. 
Second Impressions is looking for volunteers and would welcome any help! A couple of 
items on the wish list are washer, dryer, and a safe. For further information, please 
contact Fay Boelk at 517-7442. 
 
ALCOHOLISM AWARENESS SUPPORT GROUP  With an ever-increasing need to 
serve the members of our community struggling with various addictions, a support group 
is held here at St. Peter’s on Saturday evenings at 8:00. These meetings are lovingly open 
to all people who are seeking to overcome their addiction and find hope for the future. 
Addictions can devastate families, destroy careers, and drive people into despair. The 
Alcoholism Awareness Support Group meets to bring people to the reality of their 
addictions and give them compassionate help to have a change of heart, mind and life. 
**Note the meetings on Dec. 24 & 31 are cancelled, due to church services those 
evenings. Please do not hesitate to call David Henke for support at 921-6937. 
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 GRADE UPDATE:  Mrs. Balfour, our 4th grade teacher, is expecting a baby in the 
upcoming months. She has had some complications with her pregnancy that have 
prevented her from continuing her duties in the classroom and has resigned her call.  

Mrs. Cheryl Retzlaff will be handling the long term substitute position until 
Christmas.  After Christmas break, Mr. Robert Potratz will be carrying out the classroom 
duties for the rest of the school year. Mr. Potratz is a retired WELS teacher and MLC 
professor who has much experience in the lower grades and lives in the area. He currently 
helps out in the 1st grade room with the children and volunteers at our school, so many of 
the children already know him. We thank both Mrs. Retzlaff and Mr. Potratz for their 
willingness to assist us during this situation. 
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St. Peter’s Ev. Lutheran Congregation 

Fond du Lac, WI 


