
 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT November 27, 2016 

 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

1600 S. Main St. 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54937-9235 

www.stpetersfdl.net 
Worship:  Thursday, 6:30 p.m. ~ Sunday, 7:45 & 10:30 a.m. 

Phone:  922-1160 or 921-8075 
Pastor Michael J. Zuberbier:  517-8808 Pastor Matthew M. Guse:  517-9000 
For hospital visits or emergencies, please call Pastor Zuberbier at 517-8808. 
St. Peter’s Lutheran School, Mr. Andrew Mildebrandt, Principal 922-1160 ext. 302 
Winnebago Lutheran Academy, Mr. David Schroeder, Principal 921-4930 ext. 304 
 

WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE  May Christ’s Holy Spirit prepare you for the Advent 
(Coming) of our King! 
 
VISITORS  We are pleased that you have joined us this morning to lift your voice with 
ours in praising the only true God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. If you are from this area 
and are looking for a church home, please feel free to inquire about our congregation 
through the pastors, one of the ushers, or one of the members. If you are a visitor from 
out of town, please be sure to introduce yourself to one of the pastors after the service. 
We welcome all of you to come and worship with us again. 
 
RADIO MINISTRY  Our congregation has a radio ministry to serve our sick and 
homebound and to reach the souls of our community. Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each 
Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current weekend’s sermon. 
 
PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONE and all other electrical devices to help 
minimize distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you. 
 
TO ASSIST YOU  Just ask an usher! We have six large print hymnals available. 
Personal public address systems are available for the hearing impaired. Children’s 

bulletins suitable for preschool-age through grade 4 are available. A cry room with 

audio feed and a window into the sanctuary is available for parents who find it 
necessary to carry their children out of the sanctuary during the service. It is located to 
the left as you enter the narthex. Family restrooms are available in the multi-purpose 
room off the narthex or on the right side of the large hallway leading to the school wing. 
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A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  Born your people to deliver, born a child and yet a 
king, born to reign in us forever, now your gracious kingdom bring. By your own eternal 
Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by your all-sufficient merit raise us to your glorious 
throne. Amen. (See also the prayers on pages 10-11 of Christian Worship.) 
 
SERVICE THEME  Watch! Your Advent King is coming! 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
These sentences will be spoken and the Advent candle lit immediately following the 
tolling of the bell at the beginning of the service. 
 

Advent 1 

M: We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus who is coming again. He will come 
to gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead. 

C: We remember Jesus who will come at the end of time. None of us knows what 

day that will be. 

M: We hear his call to watch. 
C: We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting. 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

One Advent candle (the Prophecy Candle) is lit. 
The service continues with the opening hymn. 
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP Service of the Word on page 38 in the front of the hymnal 
 
HYMNS OF THE DAY 1;  8 verses 1-2 (Song of Praise); 361;  294;  363 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your 
strength and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 6:9-22; 7:11-23 
The deliverance from and the destruction of the flood in Noah’s day serves as a picture of 
the deliverance from and the destruction of Judgment Day. 
 

This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of 
his time, and he walked with God. Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. Now 
the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. God saw how corrupt the 
earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. So God said to 
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Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because 
of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. So make yourself an ark of 
cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. This is how you are 
to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. Make a roof for it 
and finish the ark to within 18 inches of the top. Put a door in the side of the ark and 
make lower, middle and upper decks. I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to 
destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. 
Everything on earth will perish. But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will 
enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. You are 
to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with 
you. Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that 
moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. You are to take every kind of 
food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.” Noah did 
everything just as God commanded him. In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the 
seventeenth day of the second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst 
forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. And rain fell on the earth forty days 
and forty nights. On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together 
with his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark. They had with them every 
wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according to their kinds, every creature 
that moves along the ground according to its kind and every bird according to its kind, 
everything with wings. Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to 
Noah and entered the ark. The animals going in were male and female of every living 
thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in. For forty days the 
flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above 
the earth. The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the 
surface of the water. They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the 
entire heavens were covered. The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of 
more than twenty feet. Every living thing that moved on the earth perished—birds, 
livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. 
Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. Every living thing on 
the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that move along 
the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, and 
those with him in the ark. 
 
 
PSALM 18 page 69 in the front of the hymnal 
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SECOND LESSON  Romans 13:11-14 
Stay alert, for Judgment Day is getting ever nearer! 
 

And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from 
your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night 
is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on 
the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 
Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to 
gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY   page 40 in the front of the hymnal 
 
GOSPEL  Matthew 24:36-44 
Keep watch, because Judgment Day will come at an unexpected time! 
 

“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of 
Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about 
what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at 
the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the 
other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other 
left. Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 
But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief 
was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 
So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do 
not expect him.” 
 

“Keep Watch for the Coming Lord!” Pastor Guse 
 

† 
 

ORGANIST  David Koepsell 
 
GREETERS 
7:45 ~ Deb Dehring, Sue Toll 10:30 ~ Roger and Laurie Bargenquast 
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This Week at St. Peter’s 
www.stpetersfdl.net/calendar 

 

 MONDAY   7:00 p.m. Adult Bells 
 WEDNESDAY   10:00 a.m. Midweek Bible Class 
    6:00 p.m. Adult Choir/Voices of Faith  
    7:00 p.m. Midweek Bible Class 
 THURSDAY   6:30 p.m. Worship with the Lord’s Supper 
 SATURDAY   9:00 a.m. Advent Decorating 
    9:00 a.m. Usher’s Meeting 
    4:00 p.m. Winter SPLS/WLA Band Concert 
    8:00 p.m. Alcoholism Awareness Support Group 
 

   Daily Bible Readings 
11/27  Ex. 39, 40   12/01  1 Cor. 5, 6 
11/28  1 Cor. 1:1-17   12/02  1 Cor. 7 
11/29  1 Cor. 1:18-2:16  12/03  1 Cor. 8, 9 
11/30  1 Cor. 3, 4 

 
Last Week’s Stewardship 

Worship:  114 + 160 + 359 = 633 Communed:  95+131+203=429 
Midweek Bible Class 11/16:  10+18=29 Sunday Bible Class:  60 
 

First Fruits to the Lord: Last Week Year-to-Date 
Thank offerings in support of the unified budget $21,414.17 
Other receipts in support of the unified budget 1,945.00 
Total receipts in support of the unified budget 23,359.17 $1,195,983.99 
Requirement to support the unified budget 29,211.54 1,372,942.38 
Overage (Shortfall) (5,852.37) (176,958.39) 
 

Improvement Fund 589.00 
WLA Forward in Trust 131.00 
Honoring the LORD! 905.00 
Ministerial Education TA 40.00 
Mission Festival 10.00 
Parking Lot Expansion/Athletic Field Improvement 5.00 
 

Our Parking Lot/Athletic Fields (soccer and softball) Project goal is $153,000. To date, 
$138,086 has been received, leaving $14,914 to be gathered. 
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MEDITATIONS AND FORWARD IN CHRIST  The new issue of Meditations, with 
devotions beginning today, and the December issue of Forward in Christ are both 
available in the narthex. 
 
FLOWERS  The bouquets on the gradines this morning are given in celebration of 
Marilyn Gruber’s 80th birthday on November 30th by her family:  Chuck & Carla Kenas, 
Jeff & Michelle Kenas, Richard & Nicole Wiese, Joel and Angela Prochazka, and their 
children Anaiah, Drew & Trey Kenas, Addie & Evie Prochazka, Bray & Cal Wiese and 
Izzy. 
 
MEMORIAL  Guy and Sue Repp have given a special gift to the church general fund in 
memory of Mary Scheidt’s mother Bernett Lorfeld. 
 
POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS  You may order poinsettias to beautify our 
sanctuary for Christmas until December 4th. Each poinsettia is $14.00. Please fill out an 
envelope with your name, as well as the name(s) of the people in whose memory or 
honor you are donating the poinsettia. Please make your check payable to St. Peter’s 
Altar Guild and place into the floral box provided in the narthex. 
 

USHER TRAINING UPDATE  There will no longer be usher training offered this 
Wednesday, November 30. The training will be on Saturday, December 3 at 9:00am. 
Please mark your calendar, as this will be the only usher training offered! 

We still need additional men and young men to serve on our usher teams. As an 
usher you would serve approximately 12 Sundays per year. Please contact David Boelter, 
Head Usher at 922-2740 if you are interested. 
 

WLA WINTER BAND CONCERT  The Grade School/High School Winter Band 
concert will be held Saturday, December 3 at 4:00pm in the WLA Auditorium. All are 
invited to come and enjoy over 100 students put their talents to use in three different 
concert bands. A variety of a sacred and secular music will be performed with several 
Christmas selections on the program. 
 
CHRISTMAS PARADE  The Fond du Lac Christmas Parade of Lights is this coming 
Saturday, December 3 at 4:15. The parade begins at Main and Rees Streets and moves 
south to Veterans Park, where the tree lighting will take place. Come out and see Dave 
Henke’s Belgium’s lead the church float followed by the St. Peter’s school float! 
Immediately following the parade, come warm up and enjoy a potluck social in the multi-
purpose room. 
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IS THERE A STAR IN YOUR EYES?  Today is the last day to sign up for Advent by 
Candlelight on Sunday afternoon, December 4. Piano recital with punch will begin at 
3:00 and refreshments at 3:45. The remainder of the afternoon will be filled with song 
and fellowship. You are encouraged to invite friends. Signup sheets are on the table in the 
narthex. Transportation will be provided for anyone needing it, and wheelchairs are 
available. 
 

CHRIST CHILD CONCERT  The Christ Child Concert will be Wednesday evening, 
December 7, at 6:30. The choirs, church band, and handbell choirs from both St. Peter’s 
and Good Shepherd Congregations, along with the children of Jesus’ Little Lambs 
Preschool, invite the congregation to a song service of praise to the Christ Child – the 
King of kings and Savior sent to save us from our sins. 
 
CHRISTMAS AT WISCONSIN LUTHERAN SEMINARY  Join the Seminary Chorus 
on December 11 at 3:00 and 7:00 pm. for Christmas at the Seminary. The men’s choir 
will share the story of Jesus’ birth in songs, carols, and hymns. Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary is located in Mequon at 11831 N Seminary Dr. The concert is held in the 
campus auditorium, and seating is available on a first-come, first-seated basis. The 
3:00pm. concert is streamed live at http://livestream.com/WLSLive. 
 

FESTIVAL OF FAVORITE HYMNS  This event will be held at Good Shepherd on 
Wednesday, December 14 at 6:30pm. During this festival your favorite Advent and 
Christmas hymns will be sung, along with other special music. Dinner will be served 
from 5:15-6:15pm before the service. 
 
EFT HELPS YOU KEEP YOUR OFFERINGS REGULAR  Did you know that you 
can use electronic funds transfer (EFT) to have your offerings transferred electronically 
from your checking or savings account? If you head to a warmer climate in the winter, 
this is particularly helpful in keeping up with your intended offerings. One simple, easy-
to-use authorization form can begin or change your electronic offering amount. Forms are 
always available in the rack at the front desk, or contact Courtney Turdo at 
courtneyturdo@stpetersfdl.net or extension 303 to have a form emailed to you or placed 
in your member mailbox. 
 

LET’S CELEBRATE  WLA’s Let’s Celebrate Committee is looking for a few new 
members. If you’d like to help out in any way, please contact Aaron Bilitz at 
abilitz@wlavikings.org or 920-921-4930. 
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