
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT December 18, 2016 

 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

1600 S. Main St. 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54937-9235 

www.stpetersfdl.net 
Worship:  Thursday, 6:30 p.m. ~ Sunday, 7:45 & 10:30 a.m. 

Phone:  922-1160 or 921-8075 
Pastor Michael J. Zuberbier:  517-8808 Pastor Matthew M. Guse:  517-9000 
For hospital visits or emergencies, please call Pastor Zuberbier at 517-8808. 
St. Peter’s Lutheran School, Mr. Andrew Mildebrandt, Principal 922-1160 ext. 302 
Winnebago Lutheran Academy, Mr. David Schroeder, Principal 921-4930 ext. 304 
 

WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE  Together let us rejoice in the Advent of our King! 
 
VISITORS  We are pleased that you have joined us this morning to lift your voice with 
ours in praising the only true God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. If you are from this area 
and are looking for a church home, please feel free to inquire about our congregation 
through the pastors, one of the ushers, or one of the members. If you are a visitor from 
out of town, please be sure to introduce yourself to one of the pastors after the service. 
We welcome all of you to come and worship with us again. 
 
RADIO MINISTRY  Our congregation has a radio ministry to serve our sick and 
homebound and to reach the souls of our community. Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each 
Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current weekend’s sermon. 
 
PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONE and all other electrical devices to help 
minimize distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you. 
 
TO ASSIST YOU  Just ask an usher! We have six large print hymnals available. 
Personal public address systems are available for the hearing impaired. Children’s 

bulletins suitable for preschool-age through grade 4 are available. A cry room with 

audio feed and a window into the sanctuary is available for parents who find it 
necessary to carry their children out of the sanctuary during the service. It is located to 
the left as you enter the narthex. Family restrooms are available in the multi-purpose 
room off the narthex or on the right side of the large hallway leading to the school wing. 

2 

HOLY COMMUNION  Today we have the privilege of receiving Christ’s true body 
and blood in, with and under the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Through this 
sacrament the Holy Spirit seals to us the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation for the 
strengthening of our faith. Scriptures also teach that as we commune together, we are 
publicly testifying to a complete unity of faith based on a confession of all of God’s 
Word. For this reason we respectfully request that all of those who are not members of 
the WELS or our sister ELS please speak with one of the pastors before communing with 
us. We remind you to be sure to fill out a communion registration card and place it in the 
offering plate. For your personal preparation before communing, turn to pages 156 and 
11 in the front of the hymnal. Thank you. 
 
A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to you; 
here, Lord, abide! Oh, enter with your saving grace; show me your kind and friendly 
face. Your Holy Spirit guide us on until our glorious goal is won. Eternal praise and fame 
We offer to your name. Amen. (See also the prayers on pages 10-11 of Christian 
Worship.) (See also the prayers on pages 10-11 of Christian Worship.) 
 
SERVICE THEME  Along with the shepherds, behold your Advent King born of a 
virgin in King David’s town of Bethlehem. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

These sentences will be spoken and the Advent candles lit immediately following the 
tolling of the bell at the beginning of the service. 

 

Advent 4 

M: We light four Advent candles as we behold Jesus, the Son of God 
and Son of Mary. He came to share our humanity. 
C: With eyes of faith we behold Jesus whose name means Savior. 

He came to save his people from their sins. 

M: We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts. 
C: We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope. 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

Four Advent candles (the Prophecy, Bethlehem, Angel, and Shepherd candles) are lit. 
The service continues with the opening hymn. 
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Service of the Word and Sacrament on page 26 in the front of the hymnal 
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HYMNS OF THE DAY 4;  68;  5;  36;  28;  21 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden 
of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you 
in joy and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 7:1-14 
As a sign of King Ahaz’s deliverance from his enemies, God foretold that our Deliverer 
would be born of a virgin. He would be Immanuel, which means, “God with Us”: true 
God and true Man, our perfect Savior. 
 

When Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, was king of Judah, King Rezin of Aram 
and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight against Jerusalem, but they 
could not overpower it. Now the house of David was told, “Aram has allied itself with 
Ephraim”; so the hearts of Ahaz and his people were shaken, as the trees of the forest are 
shaken by the wind. Then the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out, you and your son Shear-
Jashub, to meet Ahaz at the end of the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road to the 
Washerman’s Field. Say to him, ‘Be careful, keep calm and don’t be afraid. Do not lose 
heart because of these two smoldering stubs of firewood—because of the fierce anger of 
Rezin and Aram and of the son of Remaliah. Aram, Ephraim and Remaliah’s son have 
plotted your ruin, saying, ‘“Let us invade Judah; let us tear it apart and divide it among 
ourselves, and make the son of Tabeel king over it.’” Yet this is what the Sovereign 
LORD says: ‘It will not take place, it will not happen, for the head of Aram is Damascus, 
and the head of Damascus is only Rezin. Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be too 
shattered to be a people. The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is only 
Remaliah’s son. If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.’” Again 
the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest 
depths or in the highest heights.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD 
to the test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the 
patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will 
call him Immanuel.” 
 
SECOND LESSON Romans 1:1-7 
In fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, Jesus is the Son of God and the Son of David. 
 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of 
God—the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 
regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who 
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through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his 
resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him and for his name’s sake, 
we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the 
obedience that comes from faith. And you also are among those who are called to belong 
to Jesus Christ. To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and 
peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY page 30 in the front of the hymnal 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25 
In fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, the miracle of the Virgin Birth took place by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through 
the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had 
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth 
to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” When Joseph 
woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as 
his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus. 
 

Behold Your Savior Comes! Pastor Guse 
1. Coming according to promise 
2. Coming to save his people 

 

† 
 

ORGANIST  Pam Zuberbier 
 
GREETERS 
7:45 ~ Loren and Joan Voss 10:30 ~ Tim and Gail Zorn 
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This Week at St. Peter’s 
www.stpetersfdl.net/calendar 

 

 TODAY   9:00am Adult Bible Class/Sunday School/DoChrist 
  10:30am Sunday School Christmas Service 
    6:30pm SPLS Christmas Service 
 MONDAY   3:15pm Faculty Meeting  
    6:00pm School Board 
 TUESDAY   6:30pm Board of Elders 
 WEDNESDAY 10:00am Midweek Bible Class 
    1:00pm SPLS Talent Show 
    7:00pm Midweek Bible Class 
    7:00pm WLA Christmas Concert 
 THURSDAY NO SCHOOL- Christmas Break through Jan. 2 
    1:00pm WLA Christmas Concert 
    6:30pm Christmas Festival Worship 
 SATURDAY   3:30pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
    6:30pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
 NEXT SUNDAY   7:45am Christmas Festival Worship 
  10:30am Christmas Festival Worship 
 
 

Last Week’s Stewardship 
Worship:  137 + 142 + 169 = 448 Bible Class:  56 
 

First Fruits to the Lord: Last Week Year-to-Date 
Thank offerings in support of the unified budget $43,983.56 
Other receipts in support of the unified budget 5,560.00 
Total receipts in support of the unified budget 49,543.56 $1,307,328.27 
Requirement to support the unified budget 29,211.54 1,460,577.00 
Overage (Shortfall) 20,332.02 (153,248.73) 
 

Improvement Fund 5,105.00 
WLA Forward in Trust 357.00 
Honoring the LORD! 480.00 
Church Music Fund 556.88 
Parking Lot Expansion/Athletic Field Improvement 792.88 
 

Our Parking Lot/Athletic Fields (soccer and softball) Project goal is $153,000. To date, 
$138,998.88has been received, leaving $14,001 to be gathered. 
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   Daily Bible Readings 
12/11  1 Corinthians 16 12/15  Psalm 33 
12/12  Psalm 30  12/16  Psalm 34 
12/13  Psalm 31  12/17  Psalm 35 
12/14  Psalm 32 
 

MEDITATIONS AND FORWARD IN CHRIST  The current issue of Meditations and 
the December issue of Forward in Christ are both available in the narthex. 
 
MEMORIAL  Friends and family of Ray Zielke have given $155 to the General Fund in 
his memory. Tim and Gail Zorn have given a special gift to the General Fund in memory 
of their son Justin Zorn. 
 
ADULT CONFIRMATION  In the 7:45 service on Sunday, Karla Kristine Seibel and 
Kaylyn Patricia Steinbarth will be received by the rite of confirmation. We welcome 
Karla, Kaylyn, and Mackenzie into the fellowship of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and our congregation, and pray for God’s richest blessings as they make this beginning in 
their new church home. 
 
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL CHOIR PRACTICE  For anyone that would like to 
participate in the Christmas Festival services on Sunday, December 25th there will be a 
rehearsal this Tuesday, December 20th at 6:00pm. 
 
WLA CHRISTMAS CONCERT  The Winnebago Lutheran Academy Sacred 
Christmas concert will be presented at WLA this Wednesday, December 21 at 7:00pm 
and again on Thursday, December 22 at 1:00. WLA welcomes back Joey Schumann 
(2000) and his Lutheran Ceili Orchestra as special guest artists. They will play by 
themselves as a celtic band for 30 minutes before each concert and accompany choir and 
congregation pieces during the concerts. All are invited to attend! 
 
COMMUNICATING CHRIST  A new Bible Information and membership class is 
starting on Tuesday nights beginning January 10th at 7pm. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for members to come and review the teachings of our Christian faith as well 
as for people who are interested in church membership to come and find out what we 
teach and believe. It’s a time to ask questions and receive answers on our Biblical 
doctrines and beliefs! For more information, contact Pastor Guse 920-517-9000 call or 
text. 
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NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY  We are looking for someone to coordinate our new 
2017-18 church directory. If interested please contact Courtney Turdo at 922-1160 ext. 
303 or courtneyturdo@stpetersfdl.net. 
 

DIVINE CALL ACCEPTED  Pastor Philip Janke has accepted the divine call to serve 
Winnebago Lutheran Academy as its Coordinator of Recruitment and Communication. 
Please keep New Hope Lutheran Church in Racine in your prayers as they seek a new 
pastor for the work in their midst. Pastor Janke would like to begin his ministry at WLA 
at the time of the Semester break. Please keep his family in your prayers as he plans a 
mid to late January transition. 
 
ALCOHOLISM AWARENESS SUPPORT GROUP  With an ever-increasing need to 
serve the members of our community struggling with various addictions, a support group 
is held here at St. Peter’s on Saturday evenings at 8:00. These meetings are lovingly open 
to all people who are seeking to overcome their addiction and find hope for the future. 
Addictions can devastate families, destroy careers, and drive people into despair. The 
Alcoholism Awareness Support Group meets to bring people to the reality of their 
addictions and give them compassionate help to have a change of heart, mind and life. 
**Note the meetings on Dec. 24 & 31 are cancelled, due to church services those 
evenings. Please do not hesitate to call David Henke for support at 921-6937. 
 

WLA SECOND IMPRESSIONS THRIFT STORE is accepting donation drop offs 
every Tuesday (2 to 6pm) and Saturday (8am to Noon) through December. Please see the 
WLA website (www.wlavikings.org) for a list of items that are not being accepted. 
Second Impressions is looking for volunteers and would welcome any help! A couple of 
items on the wish list are washer, dryer, and a safe. For further information, please 
contact Fay Boelk at 517-7442. 
 

LET’S CELEBRATE  WLA’s Let’s Celebrate Committee is looking for a few new 
members. If you’d like to help out in any way, please contact Aaron Bilitz at 
abilitz@wlavikings.org or 920-921-4930. 
 
SHOP AMAZON?  If you shop at Amazon, please begin at smile.amazon.com and 
search for St. Peter’s of Fond du Lac. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our congregation. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

December 18, 2016 

St. Peter’s Ev. Lutheran Congregation 

Fond du Lac, WI 


