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Jesus is the Light 
St. Peter’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 

Christmas Day 2016 

 

Choir Sings Christmas Carols 

 

Bells 

 

Call to Worship Pastor/Congregation 

 

When all was still and it was night, Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the 

royal throne.  Sing to the Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord all the earth! Sing to the 

Lord, praise his name! Proclaim his salvation day after day! Declare his glory among 

the nations, His marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the Lord and most 

worthy of praise; He is to be feared above all gods. Let the heavens rejoice, let the 

earth be glad, let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let the fields be jubilant, and 

everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy. When all was still 

and it was midnight, Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 

 

Opening Hymn CW 55 
 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, Born the King of angels. Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

God from true God, and Light from Light eternal, Born of a virgin, to earth he comes, 

Only begotten Son of God the Father. Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Choir 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above. 

Glory to God, All glory in the highest.  
 

All 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,  

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
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All stand and sing 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n, 

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing. Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

♪ Amen. 

 

Responsive Reading 

Lift up your heads, O you gates! Be lifted up, you ancient doors! 

That the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O you gates! Be lifted up, you ancient doors! 

That the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

The Lord of angels, he is the King of glory! 

 

Hymn  CW 62: 1, 3, 4 
 

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 

 Let ev’ry heart prepare him room And heav'n and nature sing, 

 And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

 No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground; 

 He comes to make his blessings flow Far as the curse is found, 

 Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove 

 The glories of his righteousness And wonders of his love, 

 And wonders of his love, And wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Our Lord tells us in 1 John 1, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 

truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 

and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out 

to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.” Therefore, let us confess our sins to 

him and plead for his forgiveness. 
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O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy; in your faithfulness and 

righteousness come to my relief. Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no 

one living is righteous before you. The enemy pursues me, he crushes me to the 

ground; he makes me dwell in darkness like those long dead. So my spirit grows 

faint within me; my heart within me is dismayed. I remember the days of long ago; I 

meditate on all your works and consider what your hands have done. I spread out 

my hands to you; my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. Answer me quickly, O 

LORD; my spirit fails. Do not hide your face from me or I will be like those who go 

down to the pit. Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have 

put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. 

 

Put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full 

redemption. He himself has redeemed you from all your sins. The LORD is 

compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not always accuse, 

nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us 

according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his 

love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 

transgressions from us. 

 

Be seated 

 

Song of Praise by the Meyer Family “O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is” 
 

O Jesus Christ, Thy manger is My paradise at which my soul reclineth. 

For there, O Lord, Doth lie the Word Made flesh for us; here-in Thy grace forth shineth. 
 

He whom the sea And wind obey Doth come to serve the sinner in great meekness. 

Thou, God’s own Son, With us art one, Dost join us and our children in our weakness. 
 

Thou Christian heart, Whoe’er thou art, Be of good cheer and let no sorrow move thee! 

For God’s own Child, In mercy mild, Joins thee to Him; how greatly God must love thee! 
 

The world may hold Her wealth and gold; But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true Treasure. 

To Him hold fast Until at last A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 

 

Salutation and Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you. 

♪ And also with you. 
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Let us pray: 

O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only Son, 

Jesus Christ, grant that as we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, so we may with sure 

confidence behold him when he shall come to be our judge, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

♪ Amen. 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the 

shadow of death a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their 

joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing 

the plunder. For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens 

them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used 

in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for 

the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He 

will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 

justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

will accomplish this. 

 

Hymn  CW 90: 1-3, 5 
 

 The people that in darkness sat A glorious light have seen; 

 The light has shone on them who long  

 In shades of death have been, In shades of death have been. 
 

 To us a child of hope is born, To us a son is giv’n, 

 And on his shoulders ever rests 

 All pow’r in earth and heav’n, All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 
 

 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, The Everlasting Lord, 

 The Wonderful, the Counselor, 

 The God by all adored, The God by all adored. 
 

 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, And make us yours alone, 

 For you are with the Father and 

 The Spirit ever one, The Spirit ever one. 

 



5 

Second Lesson Hebrews 1:1-9 

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of 

God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 

powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has 

inherited is superior to theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my 

Son; today I have become your Father”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my 

Son”? And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s 

angels worship him.” In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, his 

servants flames of fire.” But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for 

ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved 

righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your 

companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 

 

Hymn  CW 80: 1 & 3 
 

 Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

 Once you sang creation’s story; Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

 Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

 Magi, leave your contemplations; Brighter visions beam afar. 

 Seek the great desire of nations; You have seen the Savior’s star. 

 Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

Gospel  Luke 2:1-20 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 

Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he 

belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was 

pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him 

in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. And 

there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
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good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior 

has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a 

baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the 

heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” When the angels had left 

them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried 

off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they 

had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 

and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 

told. 

 

Hymn of the Day CW 50 
 

All 

 Once in royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

 Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for his bed; 

 Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

Men 

 He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all, 

 And his shelter was a stable, And his cradle was a stall; 

 With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

Women 

 But our eyes at last shall see him Through his own redeeming love, 

 For that child, so dear and gentle, Is our Lord in heav’n above, 

 As he leads his children on To the place where he is gone. 
 

All stand and sing 

 Not in that poor, lowly stable With the oxen standing by 

 Shall we see him, but in heaven, Set at God's right hand on high. 

 Then like stars his children crowned, All in white, his praise will sound. 

 

Sermon John 1:1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
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was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The 

light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There came a man 

who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning 

that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he 

came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was 

coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through 

him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own 

did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of 

human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made 

his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

Jesus is the Light of Life 
1. Who refused to let darkness rule in the world. 

2. Who refuses to let darkness rule in our hearts. 

 

Confession of Faith 

 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 

true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. He has redeemed me, a lost and 

condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 

power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood and his 

innocent suffering and death. All this he did that I should be his own, and live under 

him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. This is 

most certainly true. 

 

Offering 

 

Prayer 

On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a Savior 

has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time sending 

your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. Unto us a child is 

born! Unto us a Son is given! What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has 

become fully human for our salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he 
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is wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger. Help us always believe that this 

precious child was born as our substitute to be our Savior. In the midst of our joy, we 

grieve for the many people in our world who do not know that Jesus has come to bring 

them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread abroad the good news of the birth 

of the Savior born for all the world, may we also make use of the unique opportunities 

this holiday presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard concerning the child. 

Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all people. 

As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today and 

every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. Glory to God in the highest! 

Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer To the tune of “Away In A Manger” 
 

 Our Father in heaven, All praise to your name! 

 Your kingdom among us, Your will done the same 

 By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone: 

 Oh, hear us and bless us From heaven’s high throne. 
 

 The bread that we yearn for Provide us each day; 

 As we forgive others, Our sins take away; 

 In times of temptation, To lead us be near; 

 From evil deliver your children most dear. 
 

 For yours is the kingdom; O’er all things you reign 

 And yours is the power; All things you maintain. 

 To you be the glory, Resounding again 

 From all of creation, Forever! Amen. 
 

Collect 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from our 

old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

♪ Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The LORD bless you and keep you; 

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look on you with favor and give you peace. 

♪ Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn CW 57 
 

 Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills, and ev’rywhere; 

 Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born. 
 

 While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night, 

 Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. 

 Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills, and ev’rywhere; 

 Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born. 
 

 The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth 

 Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth. 

 Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills, and ev’rywhere; 

 Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born. 
 

 Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born; 

 And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. 

 Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills, and ev’rywhere; 

 Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born. 

 

 
 

Presiding Minister Pastor Michael J. Zuberbier 

Organist Phil Otto 

 

The special Christmas festival bulletin covers are given in memory of Jan Heimerman by 

Bernice Schonscheck. 
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The poinsettias in the sanctuary and narthex are given to the glory of God by: 
 

• Don and Vonni Dunn in memory of Bill and Mary Lou Vilski 

• His family in memory of Mark Krewald 

• The Fell family in memory of Douglas Fell 

• Gary and Addie Jackson in memory of daughter Carey Jean Jackson 

• The Dick Putz family in memory of Lloyd Putz and Joyce Becker 

• The Mark Orvis family in memory of Joseph and Lucille Graler and Edna Orvis 

• Jon, Barb, Scott and Stephanie Kramer in memory of Victor and Delores Kleist 

• The Fisher family in memory of Mel Pipping 

• The Fisher family in memory of Kylie Baxter’s dad, Michael Baxter 

• Karla Lockwood in memory of her parents Barb and John Pitzlin  

• Their children in memory of John and Mary Trewin 

• Deb Deere in memory of her son Jarid Meddaugh 

• Janet, Kevin, Lori, and families in memory of David Westphal 

• Dewane and Mary Scheidt in memory of Norman and Marcella Scheidt and Robert and 

Bernett Lorfeld 

• Stacy Behnke in memory of Angie Behnke 

• Bob and Dorothy Messner in memory of Angie Behnke 

• Jeanne Colla and Terry and Jill Reynolds in memory of Michael Colla 

• Dave Oelke in memory of his parents 

• Tim, Jo Ann, and Ashlee Kent in memory of Mary and Donald Giese and Neal Kent 

• The Emil and Deb Schuh family in memory of Mona Lea Bartsch, Deb’s mother 

• John and Julie Shafer in memory of John Shafer Sr. 

• John and Julie Shafer in memory of Thomas Kemnitz 

• Harry Rapp in memory of son Todd, and past and present veterans 

• Don Habeck in memory of parents David and Lorraine Habeck 

• Vernon and Lila Immel in memory of son Dean Immel 

• Phil and Caroline Kramer in memory of daughter Michele and mother Gertrude Krueger 

• Mark and Bev Feucht in memory of her parents Wes and Sally Pade 

• Royal and Marcie Meyer in memory of parents George and Lucille Blish and Reinhard 

and Frieda Meyer 

• Molly Ruth Bechler and Dylan George Bechler in memory of their grandparents George 

and Ruth Hintz 


