WELCOME
hearts.

TO

GOD’S HOUSE May we always treasure Jesus securely in our

VISITORS We are pleased that you have joined us this morning to lift your voice with
ours in praising the only true God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. If you are from this area
and are looking for a church home, please feel free to inquire about our congregation
through the pastors, one of the ushers, or one of the members. If you are a visitor from
out of town, please be sure to introduce yourself to one of the pastors after the service.
We welcome all of you to come and worship with us again.
RADIO MINISTRY Our congregation has a radio ministry to serve our sick and
homebound and to reach the souls of our community. Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each
Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current weekend’s sermon.
PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONE and all other electrical devices to help
minimize distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you.
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TO ASSIST YOU Just ask an usher! We have six large print hymnals available.
Personal public address systems are available for the hearing impaired. Children’s
bulletins suitable for preschool-age through grade 4 are available. A cry room with
audio feed and a window into the sanctuary is available for parents who find it
necessary to carry their children out of the sanctuary during the service. It is located to
the left as you enter the narthex. Family restrooms are available in the multi-purpose
room off the narthex or on the right side of the large hallway leading to the school wing.
HOLY COMMUNION Today we have the privilege of receiving Christ’s true body
and blood in, with and under the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Through this
sacrament the Holy Spirit seals to us the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation for the
strengthening of our faith. Scriptures also teach that as we commune together, we are
publicly testifying to a complete unity of faith based on a confession of all of God’s
Word. For this reason we respectfully request that all of those who are not members of
the WELS or our sister ELS please speak with one of the pastors before communing with
us. We remind you to be sure to fill out a communion registration card and place it in the
offering plate. For your personal preparation before communing, turn to pages 156 and
11 in the front of the hymnal. Thank you.
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A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP Oh, keep me watchful, strong, and humble; do not
allow my steps to stray. Uphold me when my feet would stumble, and keep me on the
narrow way. Fill all my nature with thy light, O Radiance strong and bright! Amen. (See
also the prayers on pages 10-11 of Christian Worship.)
SERVICE THEME The LORD desires the Number One position in our hearts.
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Service of Word and Sacrament on page 26 in the front of the hymnal
HYMNS OF THE DAY

399, 453; 465; 477; 422

PRAYER OF THE DAY O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for
those who love you. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all
things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
FIRST LESSON
The Levites loved God more than family and friends.

Exodus 32:15-29

Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimony in his
hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. The tablets were the work of
God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. When Joshua heard the
noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the sound of war in the camp.”
Moses replied: “It is not the sound of victory, it is not the sound of defeat; it is the sound
of singing that I hear.” When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the
dancing, his anger burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to
pieces at the foot of the mountain. And he took the calf they had made and burned it in
the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites
drink it. He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such
great sin?” “Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these
people are to evil. They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this
fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to
him.’ So I told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.’ Then they gave me the
gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!” Moses saw that the people were
running wild and that Aaron had let them get out of control and so become a
laughingstock to their enemies. So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said,
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“Whoever is for the LORD, come to me.” And all the Levites rallied to him. Then he said
to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a sword to his
side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each killing his
brother and friend and neighbor.’” The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day
about three thousand of the people died. Then Moses said, “You have been set apart to
the LORD today, for you were against your own sons and brothers, and he has blessed
you this day.”
SECOND LESSON
1 John 2:15-17
As his children, we love God more than the possessions, pleasures, and pursuits of this
sin-filled world.
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For everything in the world – the cravings of sinful man, the lust of
his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does – comes not from the Father but from
the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God
lives forever.
VERSE OF THE DAY

page 30 in the front of the hymnal

GOSPEL
Jesus encourages us to love him above anything or anyone.

Matthew 10:34-42

“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring
peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn ‘a man against his father, a daughter against
her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law – a man’s enemies will be the
members of his own household.’ Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is
not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me; and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. He who
receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me. Anyone
who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and
anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a
righteous man’s reward. And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these
little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his
reward.”

“With Peace Comes Pain”

Pastor Zimpelmann
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