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WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE
strengthen you today and always.

May the Spirit-filled Word of God comfort and

VISITORS We are pleased that you have joined us this morning to lift your voice with ours
in praising the only true God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. If you are from this area and are
looking for a church home, please feel free to inquire about our congregation through the
pastors, one of the ushers, or one of the members. If you are a visitor from out of town,
please be sure to introduce yourself to one of the pastors after the service. We welcome all of
you to come and worship with us again.
RADIO MINISTRY Our congregation has a radio ministry to serve our sick and
homebound and to reach the souls of our community. Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each Sunday
morning at 8:00 to hear the current weekend’s sermon.
PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONE and all other electrical devices to help
minimize distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you.

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 30, 2017

TO ASSIST YOU Just ask an usher! We have six large print hymnals available. Personal
public address systems are available for the hearing impaired. Children’s bulletins suitable
for preschool-age through grade 4 are available. A cry room with audio feed and a window
into the sanctuary is available for parents who find it necessary to carry their children out of
the sanctuary during the service. It is located to the left as you enter the narthex. Family
restrooms are available in the multi-purpose room off the narthex or on the right side of the
large hallway leading to the school wing.
A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP Speak, O Savior; I am listening, as a servant to his lord.
Let me show respect and honor to your holy, precious Word, that each day, my whole life
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through, I may serve and follow you. Let your Word ever be my pleasure and my heart’s
most precious treasure. Amen. (See also the prayers on pages 10-11 of Christian Worship.)

SERVICE THEME We put our confidence in the living and enduring Word of God.
ORDER OF WORSHIP

Thursday: Evening Prayer, page 52 in the front of the hymnal
Sunday: Morning Praise, page 45 in the front of the hymnal

HYMNS OF THE DAY THURSDAY
HYMNS OF THE DAY SUNDAY

592; 281; 588 vs 1-4; 588 vs 5-7
281; 582 vs 1-3; 582 vs 4-5

PRAYER OF THE DAY Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your
Word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith
and hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
PSALM 65

page 89 in the front of the hymnal

FIRST LESSON
Isaiah 55:10-13
We put our full confidence in the refreshing, powerful, effective, life-giving Word of God.
“As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without
watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and
bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me
empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. You
will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song
before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. Instead of the thornbush
will grow the pine tree, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This will be for the
LORD’s renown, for an everlasting sign, which will not be destroyed.”
SECOND LESSON
Acts 18:1-11
Paul’s mission work relied totally on the Word of God. It was rejected by some. It
produced life-giving faith in the hearts of others.
After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. There he met a Jew named Aquila, a
native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because
Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, and because he
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was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. Every Sabbath he
reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. When Silas and Timothy
came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the
Jews that Jesus was the Christ. But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he
shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I
am clear of my responsibility. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” Then Paul left the
synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. Crispus,
the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the
Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized. One night the Lord spoke to Paul
in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you, and
no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.” So Paul
stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.
GOSPEL
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Through a parable, Jesus explains the different reactions to the Word of God.
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the
shore. Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his
seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate
it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly,
because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and
they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and
choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop – a hundred,
sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let him hear. Listen then to what
the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.
This is the seed sown along the path. The one who received the seed that fell on rocky
places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no
root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word,
he quickly falls away. The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the
man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke
it, making it unfruitful. But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the
man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred,
sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

“Sowing the Seed of Faith”

Pastor Guse
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