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By Faith Alone October 8, 2017 
 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

1600 S. Main St. 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54937-9235 

www.stpetersfdl.net 
Worship:  Thursday, 6:30pm ~ Sunday, 7:45 & 10:30am 

Phone:  922-1160 or 921-8075 
Pastor Michael J. Zuberbier:  517-8808 Pastor Matthew M. Guse:  517-9000 
For hospital visits or emergencies, please call Pastor Zuberbier at 517-8808. 
St. Peter’s Lutheran School, Mr. Andrew Mildebrandt, Principal 922-1160 ext. 302 
Winnebago Lutheran Academy, Mr. David Schroeder, Principal 921-4930 ext. 304 
 

WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE  In repentance and rest is your salvation, in 
quietness and trust is your strength. May you rejoice in Christ’s salvation and 
strength. 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship. If you have any questions about our service or 
practice, please feel free to ask one of the ushers or a pastor. 

 

� Family restrooms are available in the multi-purpose room off the narthex or on 

the right side of the large hallway leading to the school wing. 
 

� A parent’s room with audio feed and a window into the sanctuary is available. 
 

� Listening devices and six large print hymnals are available, please ask an usher. 
 

� Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current 

weekend’s sermon. 
 

� Please silence your cell phone and all other electrical devices to help minimize 
distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you. 

 

� Hymns and songs are reprinted under OneLicense #A-713891. Artwork 

obtained from churchart.com. Scripture texts are taken from the New 
International Version 1984 translation. 

 

� Visitors, we are pleased that you have joined us this morning. Please feel free to 
inquire about our congregation through the pastors, one of the ushers, or one of 

the members. If you are a visitor from out of town, please be sure to introduce 
yourself to one of the pastors after the service. We welcome all of you to come 

and worship with us again. 
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A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  I trust, O Christ, in you alone; no earthly hope 
avails me. You will not see me overthrown when Satan’s host assails me. No human 

strength, no earthly power can see me through the evil hour, for you alone my 
strength renew. I cry to you! I trust, O Lord, your promise true.  Amen. (See also the 

prayers on pages 10-11 of Christian Worship.) 

 

SERVICE THEME  We are saved Sola Fide: By Faith Alone 

 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP The Common Service on page 15 in the front of the hymnal 

 
 

OPENING HYMN “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
 Hymn 402 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♪Amen 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 

♪ Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 
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M: God our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son � and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♪Amen 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE “Blessed Are the Saints of God” 
 Hymn 394 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: ♪And also with you. 

 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

 O Holy Spirit, by the power of the gospel you created faith in our hearts–faith 
in Jesus as our only Savior and faith to live as his disciples. Never let us doubt 

that you have the power to do what you have promised. Instead strengthen 
our faith as we grow in your Word. And finally, lead us by faith to the eternal 

Promised Land. Amen. 

C: ♪Amen 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 15:1-6 
God had made promises to Abram that sounded impossible, including the birth of a son to this 
senior citizen and his infertile wife. At this point Abram and Sarai had no son. But Abram 

believed the Lord, and the Lord credited his faith to him as righteousness. By faith in Jesus we 
have his righteousness credited to us, and so we are also saved by faith. 
 

After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, 
Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.” But Abram said, “O Sovereign 
LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit 
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my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no 
children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” Then the word of the 

LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your 
own body will be your heir.” He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens 

and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 
your offspring be.” Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as 

righteousness. 
 
 

PSALM 27 IN THURSDAY SERVICE page 75 in the front of the hymnal 

 

 

ADULT CHOIR IN 7:45 SERVICE on the back of the bulletin 

 “We Are Singing, for the Lord Is Our Light” 
 by Hal Hopson 

 

 

GRADES 3-5 IN 10:30 SERVICE “The LORD is With Me” 
 by Dale A. Witte 

 

Refrain 
The LORD is with me, I will not be afraid. 
The LORD is with me, He’s my helper. 

 

My back was against a wall and there was no way out. 

I cried to the Lord to rescue me from death. 
God answered with His love, he sent his Son to save me. 

With God at my side, who’d dare lay a hand on me?  Refrain 
 

Give thanks to the LORD for he is good; His love endures forever. 
Let all Israel say: “His love endures forever.” 

Let the house of Aaron say: “His love endures forever.” 
Let those who fear the LORD say: “His love endures forever.”  Refrain 

 

I’ll not die but live forever, 
I’ll live forever, and proclaim what God has done for me.  Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON Romans 4:13-25 
Abraham believed in the God who calls things that are not as though they were, the God who 

has power to do what he has promised. The righteousness that was credited to Abraham by 
faith is credited to us who believe in God, who raised Jesus from the dead 
 

It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he 
would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if 
those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, 

because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. 
Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 

guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also 
to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written: “I 

have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in 
whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not 
as though they were. Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the 

father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 
Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as 

dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also 
dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was 

strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had 
power to do what he had promised. This is why “it was credited to him as 
righteousness.” The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, 

but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was delivered over to death for our sins 

and was raised to life for our justification. 
 

 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go, you have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia. 

C: ♪Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
M: The gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter sixteen. 

C: ♪Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

 

6 

GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-19 
As Peter followed Jesus, he became more and more convinced that Jesus is the Son of God and 

the Christ, the Anointed One, the Messiah, who was to come into the world. Jesus told Peter 
that his faith in the person and work of Jesus was revealed to him by God the Father. In this 

text Peter clearly confesses his faith in who Jesus is and in the saving work Jesus came to do. 
 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 

Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he 
asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was 

not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.” 

 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: ♪Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Faith Is a Living Power from Heaven” 
 Hymn 404 
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SERMON TEXT Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-13, 16 
 

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. This 
is what the ancients were commended for…By faith Abraham, when called to go to a 

place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did 
not know where he was going. By faith he made his home in the promised land like a 

stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city with 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith Abraham, even though he 

was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was enabled to become a father 
because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. And so from this one 

man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 
and as countless as the sand on the seashore. All these people were still living by 

faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them 
and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and 
strangers on earth…they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for 
them. 

 
 

By Faith Alone:  What Does This Mean? Pastor Zuberbier 

1. Faith blindly trusts God’s promises. 

2. Faith holds on to unseen blessings. 

 

 

CREATE IN ME 
 

♪ Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not 

away from your presence, and take not your 

Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy 

of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen 

 

 

GATHERING OF OUR OFFERING 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: Let us pray to the Lord for the Christian church on earth and for all people 

everywhere. 
 For all who gather here today and for our entire congregation, that through 

the gospel the Lord would give us growth in faith and increase our love: 

C: We ask you to bless us, O Lord. 

 
M: For the spreading of the gospel throughout the world; for all pastors, 

missionaries, and their families, that they may boldly proclaim Christ to the 

nations: 

C: We ask you to hear us, O Lord. 
 

M: For the promises you have made to us and the trust you seek from us; for 
the faith you have given your people to believe in the saving work of our 

Savior Jesus; and for the Spirit’s power to be faithful in the ministry you 
have given us to do, knowing that our labor in the Lord is not in vain: 

C: We magnify your name, O Lord. 

 
M: For the people of our country; for the Lord’s blessings on our work; for 

those seeking employment; for good health; and for good weather: 

C: We beg for your mercy, O Lord. 

 
M: For all who are sick in body or mind; for the hungry and the homeless; for 

those who are in prison; for those who are dying and those who are 

mourning: 

C: We ask you to help them according to your will, O Lord. 
 

M: All this we ask, O Father, through your Son, Jesus Christ, who has taught 
us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN “Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink” 
 Hymn 405 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that 

comes from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely 
proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may 

serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C:  ♪Amen 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and � give you peace. 

C:  ♪Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN “I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus” 
 Hymn 446 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORGANIST 
Phil Otto 

 

GREETERS 
7:45 ~ Ruth Schultz 

10:30 ~ Gib & Ann Trewin, June Kartos 
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