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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT December 17, 2017 

 
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
1600 S. Main St. 

Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54937-9235 
www.stpetersfdl.net 

Worship:  Thursday, 6:30pm ~ Sunday, 7:45 & 10:30am 
Phone:  922-1160 or 921-8075 

Pastor Michael J. Zuberbier:  517-8808 Pastor Matthew M. Guse:  517-9000 
For hospital visits or emergencies, please call Pastor Zuberbier at 517-8808. 
St. Peter’s Lutheran School, Mr. Andrew Mildebrandt, Principal 922-1160 ext. 302 
Winnebago Lutheran Academy, Mr. David Schroeder, Principal 921-4930 ext. 304 
 

WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE  Rejoice in the Lord always! 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship. If you have any questions about our service or 
practice, please feel free to ask one of the ushers or a pastor. 

 

• Family restrooms are available in the multi-purpose room off the narthex or on 

the right side of the large hallway leading to the school wing. 
 

• A parent’s room with audio feed and a window into the sanctuary is available. 
 

• Listening devices and six large print hymnals are available, please ask an usher. 
 

• Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current 

weekend’s sermon. 
 

• Please silence your cell phone and all other electrical devices to help minimize 
distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you. 

 

• Hymns and songs are reprinted under OneLicense #A-713891. Artwork 

obtained from churchart.com. Scripture texts are taken from the New 
International Version 1984 translation. 

 

• Visitors, we are pleased that you have joined us this morning. Please feel free to 

inquire about our congregation through the pastors, one of the ushers, or one of 
the members. If you are a visitor from out of town, please be sure to introduce 

yourself to one of the pastors after the service. We welcome all of you to come 
and worship with us again. 
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HOLY COMMUNION  Today we have the privilege of receiving Christ’s true body 
and blood in, with and under the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Through this 

sacrament the Holy Spirit seals to us the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation for the 
strengthening of our faith. Scriptures also teach that as we commune together, we are 

publicly testifying to a complete unity of faith based on a confession of all of God’s 
Word. For this reason we respectfully request that all of those who are not members 

of the WELS or our sister ELS please speak with one of the pastors before 
communing with us. We remind you to be sure to fill out a communion registration 
card and place it in the offering plate. For your personal preparation before 

communing, turn to pages 156 and 11 in the front of the hymnal. Thank you. 

 
A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  O Lord, how shall I meet you, How welcome 

you aright? Your people long to greet you, my Hope, my heart’s Delight. O Jesus, let 
your word be a lamp to light my way, to show me how to please you, to guide me 

every day. Love caused your incarnation; love brought you down to me. Your thirst 
for my salvation procured my liberty. Oh, love beyond all telling that led you to 
embrace in love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race! Amen.  (See also the 

prayers on pages 10-11 of Christian Worship.) 

 

SERVICE THEME  Rejoice! Our Advent King is coming! 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
These sentences will be spoken and the Advent candles lit immediately following the tolling of 
the bell at the beginning of the service. 

 

Advent 3 
M: We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the light of the world. He 

came to cast out the prince of darkness. 

C: We remember Jesus who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John 

proclaimed him the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
M: We hear his call to see the light. 

C: We light three Advent candles as a sign of our confidence and joy. 
M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

Three Advent candles (the Prophecy, the Bethlehem, and the Angel candles) are lit. 
The service continues with the opening hymn. 
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OPENING HYMN “Oh Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” 
 Hymn 23 v1-3 

 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♪Amen 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M: Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
M: God our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son � and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

 

SONG OF PRAISE “Oh Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” 
 Hymn 23 v 4 
 

Oh, come, O Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home. 

Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: ♪And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 
 

 Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 
mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your 

light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C:  ♪Amen 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 
A LESSON FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT Malachi 4:1-6 
Over four centuries before Jesus’ arrival, Malachi foretold that John the Baptist (Elijah) would 
prepare the hearts of the people for the Advent of their King. 
 

“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every 
evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the 

LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. But for you who 
revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you 
will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. Then you will trample down 

the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these 
things,” says the LORD Almighty. “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the 

decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for all Israel. See, I will send you the prophet 
Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. He will turn the hearts 

of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I 
will come and strike the land with a curse.” 
 

 

A LESSON FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
The apostle Paul gives us an inventory of the jewels that are to adorn our lives as we await the 
Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies 
with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil. May 
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God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole 
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 

one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 
 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

M: Alleluia! Alleluia! I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way before you. Alleluia! 

C: ♪Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day 

he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 
 Hymn 16 
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SERMON John 1:6-8, 19-28 

In fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, John the Baptist came to testify concerning the Light 

of the World, the Coming One. 
 

There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He 
himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. Now this was John’s 

testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he 
was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Christ.” They 
asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 

Prophet?” He answered, “No.” Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer 
to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” John replied in 

the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make 
straight the way for the Lord.’” Now some Pharisees who had been sent questioned 

him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do 
not know. He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to untie.” This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. 

 
 

“Rejoice! The Light is coming soon!” Pastor Guse 

1. The Light of grace 
2. The Light of joy 

 

 

 

CREATE IN ME 
 

♪ Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not 

away from your presence, and take not your 

Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy 

of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen 

 

GATHERING OF OUR OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: ♪And also with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: ♪We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: ♪It is good and right so to do. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people 
to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, 

we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: 

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, 

hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he, blessed is he, 

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 

eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  ♪Amen 

 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

♪ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 

of the world; have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away 

the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 
  Hymn 38 
 

  “A Great and Mighty Wonder” 
  Hymn 36 
 

“Behold, a Branch Is Growing” 
  Hymn 47 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy 
supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 

increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

C: ♪Amen. 
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and � give you peace. 
 

C: ♪Amen. Amen. Amen 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 
 Hymn 56 

 
 

 

 

 

ORGANIST 
Ruth Koepsell 

 

GREETERS 
7:45 ~ Joan Voss 

10:30 ~ Sue Kollmann 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members: Please remember to check your mailbox 


