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ST. PETER'S

SECOND SUNDAY oF EASTER April 8, 2018

‘vangelical Lutheran Congregation

Second Sunday of Easter
April 8, 2018

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
1600 S. Main St.
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 54937-9235
www.stpetersfdl.net
Worship: Thursday, 6:30pm ~ Sunday, 7:45 & 10:30am
Phone: 922-1160 or 921-8075
Pastor Michael J. Zuberbier: 517-8808 Pastor Matthew M. Guse: 517-9000
For hospital visits or emergencies, please call Pastor Zuberbier at 517-8808.
St. Peter’s Lutheran School, Mr. Andrew Mildebrandt, Principal 922-1160 ext. 302
Winnebago Lutheran Academy, Mr. David Schroeder, Principal  921-4930 ext. 304

WELCOME 10O GOD’S HOUSE Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
Allelluia!l

Thank you for joining us for worship. If you have any questions about our service or
practice, please feel free to ask one of the ushers or a pastor.

e  Family restrooms are available in the multi-purpose room off the narthex or on the
right side of the large hallway leading to the school wing.

e A parent’s room with audio feed and a window into the sanctuary is available.
e Listening devices and six large print hymnals are available, please ask an usher.

e Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current
weekend’s sermon.

e Please silence your cell phone and all other electrical devices to help minimize
distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you.

e Hymns and songs are reprinted under OneLicense #A-713891. Artwork obtained
from churchart.com. Scripture texts are taken from the New International Version
1984 translation.

e Visitors, we are pleased that you have joined us this morning. Please feel free to
inquire about our congregation through the pastors, one of the ushers, or one of the
members. If you are a visitor from out of town, please be sure to introduce yourself
to one of the pastors after the service. We welcome all of you to come and worship
with us again.



HOLY COMMUNION Today we have the privilege of receiving Christ’s true body
and blood in, with and under the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Through this
sacrament the Holy Spirit seals to us the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation for the
strengthening of our faith. Scriptures also teach that as we commune together, we are
publicly testifying to a complete unity of faith based on a confession of all of God’s
Word. For this reason we respectfully request that all of those who are not members
of the WELS or our sister ELS please speak with one of the pastors before
communing with us. We remind you to be sure to fill out a communion registration
card and place it in the offering plate. For your personal preparation before
communing, turn to pages 156 and 11 in the front of the hymnal. Thank you.

A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP Easter triumph, Easter joy! This alone can sin
destroy; from sin’s power, Lord, set us free, newborn souls in you to be. Alleluia!
Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live, Spirit, guide
through all our days, Three in One, your name we praise. Alleluia! Amen.

SERVICE THEME Let us boldly share the gospel light of Christ’s resurrection with
all people.

ORDER oF WORSHIP
Service of Word and Sacrament on page 26 in the front of the hymnal

OPENING HYMN “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks”

Hymn 154

M: The grace of our Lord " Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
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CONFESSION OF SINS

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to
forgive us.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the Son *¥ and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

LoRrD, HAVE MERCY

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

JLord, have mercy.

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear
our prayer, O Christ.

J'Christ, have mercy.

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who
offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

JLord, have mercy.
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep

us in your tender care:
JAmen.

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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O LORD, OUR LORD

J' O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.
Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love.
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;
you make us pure and holy in your sight.
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all.

O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.

O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to live with us;
you made your Father known; you washed us from our sins in your own blood.
You are the King of glory; you are the Lord!
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your
word of peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears
with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: J Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD

FIRST LESSON Acts 26:19-29
The apostle Paul boldly proclaimed Christ’s death and resurrection before kings.

“So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. First to
those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles
also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance
by their deeds. That is why the Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill
me. But I have had God’s help to this very day, and so I stand here and testify to
small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said
would happen—that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead,
would proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles.” At this point Festus
interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he shouted. “Your
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great learning is driving you insane.” “I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul
replied. “What I am saying is true and reasonable. The king is familiar with these
things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped
his notice, because it was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, do you believe the
prophets? I know you do.” Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a
short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?” Paul replied, “Short time or
long—I pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may
become what I am, except for these chains.”

VERSE OF THE DAY

J' Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 20:19-31
Christ’s resurrection from the dead chases away our fears and doubts.

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with
the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, “Peace be with
you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” Now Thomas (called
Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I
see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my
hand into his side, I will not believe it.” A week later his disciples were in the house
again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put
your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop
doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus
told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed.” Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the
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presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in his name.

M:  This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: JPraise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN oOF THE DAY “This Joyful Eastertide”
Hymn 160
SERMON 1 Corinthians 15:12-22

Our entire faith hinges on the miracle of Christ’s physical resurrection from the dead.

But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you
say that there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead,
then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our
preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are then found to be
false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from
the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead
are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen
asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be
pitied more than all men. But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the
resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in
Christ all will be made alive.

“Christ Has Risen!” Pastor Guse
1. He did away with the hopelessness of death.
2. He won the certainty of eternal life.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

GATHERING oF ourR OFFERING

PRAYER oF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT

The Lord be with you.
J'And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
J'We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
JIt is right to give him thanks and praise.

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed
us with every spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his
feet for the benefit of the Church. Now have come the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

J Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory.

You are my God, and I will exalt you. I will give you thanks for you have become

my salvation. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.

WORDS oF INSTITUTION

M:

QK

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

J Amen.
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

J' O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin
of the world; have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

Please remember that all WELS Communicant Members who receive the Lord’s Supper are
asked to fill out a Communion Card each time they attend. Visitors are asked to write their
home church on the back of the card. Thank you.

HYMNS “O Sons and Daughters of the King”
Hymn 165

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Again”
Hymn 155

“Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense”
Hymn 167

THANK THE LORD

J' Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev’ryone what he has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia!

M:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming
of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in
his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live
a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: J Amen.



THE BLESSING

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve
the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ¥ give you peace.

C: JAmen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”
Hymn 142

ORGANIST
Phil Otto

GREETERS
7:45 ~ Warren & Mary Demmon
10:30 ~ Lorin & Rose Orvis

Members: Please remember to check your mailbox
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The Easter lilies are given to the glory of the risen Savior by:

Emil and Deb Schuh in honor of their 25" Wedding Anniversary

Barb Barton and Joanne Vetter in memory of Audrey and Lyle Dilts

Barb Barton and Joanne Vetter in memory of Brenda Barton

Stacy and Sammy Behnke, Bob and Dorothy Messner in memory of Angie Behnke
Lois Priebe in memory of Tom Priebe

Mark and Bev Feucht in memory of Wes and Marcella Pade

Gary and Addie Jackson in memory of their daughter Carey Jean Jackson

Terry and Glenda Wickert in memory of Jack and Bernice Parman

Terry and Glenda Wickert in memory of Florence Kluball

Phil and Carolyn Kramer in memory of their daughter Michele and mother Gertrude
Krueger

Harry Rapp in memory of his son Todd WM and past and present veterans

Brian, Joy, Maggie, and Eric Schwark in memory of Barbara Schwark and David and Bonny
Zarbock

Lyle Gorske and family in memory of Beatrice Gorske

Katie Butzke in memory of Nathan Butzke

John and Julie Shafer in memory of Tom Kemnitz and John Shafer Sr.

The Fisher Family in memory of Mel Pipping and Ian Schoeneberg

Kylie Baxter in memory of Michael Baxter

Jon and Barb Kramer family in memory of Vic and Deloris Kleist

Marilyn Abbey in memory of Ed Abbey and Erwin and Ethel Klatt

Karla Lockwood in memory of John and Barb Pitzlin

Vonni and Don Dunn in memory of Bill and Mary Lou Vilski

Emily Weyer in memory of Scott Adelmeyer

Larry and Lou Lohse in memory of Lawrence and Georgia Lohse

Tim, JoAnn, and Ashlee Kent in memory of Mary and Donald Giese and Neal Kent
Betty and Mark Orvis in memory of Edna Orvis and Joseph and Lucille Grailer
Dick Putz family in memory of Clifford and Joyce Becker and Lloyd Putz

Dave Oelke in memory of his parents

The Fell Family in memory of Douglas Fell

Don Habeck in memory of his parents David and Lorraine Habeck

Royal and Marcie Meyer in memory of her brothers and sister Bob, Terry, and Dennis Blish
and Marilyn Baatz



