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Third Sunday in Advent December 16, 2018 
 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

1600 S. Main St. 

Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54937-9235 
www.stpetersfdl.net 

Worship:  Thursday, 6:30 pm ~ Sunday, 7:45 & 10:30 am 
Phone:  922-1160 or 921-8075 

Pastor Michael J. Zuberbier:  517-8808 Pastor Matthew M. Guse:  517-9000 
For hospital visits or emergencies, please call Pastor Zuberbier at 517-8808. 
St. Peter’s Lutheran School, Mr. Andrew Mildebrandt, Principal 922-1160 ext. 302 

Winnebago Lutheran Academy, Mr. David Schroeder, Principal 921-4930 ext. 304 
 

WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE  May God’s Holy Spirit continue to restore unto 
us the joy of his salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship. If you have any questions about our service or 
practice, please feel free to ask one of the ushers or a pastor. 

 

• Family restrooms are available in the multi-purpose room off the narthex or on the 
right side of the large hallway leading to the school wing. 

 

• A parent’s room with audio feed and a window into the sanctuary is available. 
 

• Listening devices and six large print hymnals are available, please ask an usher. 
 

• Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current 
weekend’s sermon. 

 

• Please silence your cell phone and all other electrical devices to help minimize 
distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you. 

 

• Hymns and songs are reprinted under OneLicense #A-713891. Artwork obtained 
from churchart.com. Scripture texts are taken from the New International Version 
1984 translation. 

 

• Visitors, we are pleased that you have joined us this morning. Please feel free to 
inquire about our congregation through the pastors, one of the ushers, or one of the 
members. If you are a visitor from out of town, please be sure to introduce yourself 
to one of the pastors after the service. We welcome all of you to come and worship 
with us again. 
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HOLY COMMUNION  Today we have the privilege of receiving Christ’s true body 
and blood in, with and under the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Through this 

sacrament the Holy Spirit seals to us the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation for the 
strengthening of our faith. Scriptures also teach that as we commune together, we are 

publicly testifying to a complete unity of faith based on a confession of all of God’s 
Word. For this reason we respectfully request that all of those who are not members 

of the WELS or our sister ELS please speak with one of the pastors before 
communing with us. We remind you to be sure to fill out a communion registration 
card and place it in the offering plate. For your personal preparation before 

communing, turn to pages 156 and 11 in the front of the hymnal. Thank you. 
 

A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  O Advent King, our sins forgive; come in our 

lives and hearts to live, and let our humble souls become a temple worthy of your 
name. Then in the last and dreadful day, when earth and heaven shall melt away, 

your flock, redeemed from sinful stain, shall swell the sound of praise again. Amen. 
 

 
SERVICE THEME  Rejoice! Your Advent King is coming! 
 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
These sentences will be spoken and the Advent candle lit immediately following the tolling of 

the bell at the beginning of the service. 

 

Advent 3 
M: We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the light of the world. He 

came to cast out the prince of darkness. 

C: We remember Jesus who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John 

proclaimed him the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
M: We hear his call to see the light. 

C: We light three Advent candles as a sign of our confidence and joy. 
M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

Three Advent candles (the Prophecy, the Bethlehem, and the Angel candles) are lit. 
The service continues with the opening hymn. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 The Common Service on page 15 in the front of the hymnal 

 
 

OPENING HYMN “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 
 Hymn 7 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♪Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 

♪ Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

 
M: God our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son � and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♪Amen. 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD 

♪ Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, 

we give thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’nly King, 

God the Father almighty. O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sin of 

the world; have mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; receive 

our prayer. You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us. 

For you only are holy; you only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 

Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: ♪And also with you. 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

 Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 

mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your 
light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C:  ♪Amen. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

A LESSON FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT Nehemiah 8:9-18 
With great joy we celebrate the comforting words and promises of God, which were fulfilled by 
our Advent King, Jesus Christ. 
 

Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were 
instructing the people said to them all, “This day is sacred to the LORD your God. 

Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the 
words of the Law. Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and 

send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do 
not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” The Levites calmed all the 
people, saying, “Be still, for this is a sacred day. Do not grieve.” Then all the people 

went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with great joy, 
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because they now understood the words that had been made known to them. On the 
second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with the priests and the 

Levites, gathered around Ezra the scribe to give attention to the words of the Law. 
They found written in the Law, which the LORD had commanded through Moses, 

that the Israelites were to live in booths during the feast of the seventh month and 
that they should proclaim this word and spread it throughout their towns and in 

Jerusalem: “Go out into the hill country and bring back branches from olive and wild 
olive trees, and from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make booths”—as it is 
written. So the people went out and brought back branches and built themselves 

booths on their own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the house of God and 
in the square by the Water Gate and the one by the Gate of Ephraim. The whole 

company that had returned from exile built booths and lived in them. From the days 
of Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like this. And 

their joy was very great. Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from 
the Book of the Law of God. They celebrated the feast for seven days, and on the 
eighth day, in accordance with the regulation, there was an assembly. 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

M: Alleluia! Alleluia! I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way before you. Alleluia! 

C: ♪Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
M: The Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 3. 

C: ♪Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

GOSPEL Luke 3:7-18 
As we wait expectantly for our Advent King, we show our joy in his salvation by producing in 
our lives the fruits of repentance. 
 

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with 

repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 
For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax 
is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will 

be cut down and thrown into the fire.” “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 
John answered, “The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and 

the one who has food should do the same.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized. 
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“Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” “Don’t collect any more than you are 
required to,” he told them. Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we 

do?” He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content 
with your pay.” The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their 

hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I 

am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” And with many 

other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them. 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: ♪Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day 

he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying” 
 Hymn 13 
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SERMON  Philippians 4:4-7 
We rejoice that our Advent King guards our hearts with his peace until he comes in glory. 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be 

evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord Always!” Pastor Zuberbier 

1. Without anxiety 

2. With thanksgiving 
 

 
 

CREATE IN ME 
 

♪ Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not 

away from your presence, and take not your 

Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy 

of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 

GATHERING OF OUR OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: ♪And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: ♪We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: ♪It is good and right so to do. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in 
his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in 

glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, 

hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he, blessed is he, 

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  ♪Amen. 

 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

♪ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 

of the world; have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away 

the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
Please remember that all WELS Communicant Members who receive the Lord’s Supper are 

asked to fill out a Communion Card each time they attend. Visitors are asked to write their 
home church on the back of the card. Thank you. 

 

HYMNS “As Angels Joyed with One Accord” 
  Hymn 5 
 

 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 
  Hymn 19 

 

 

SONG OF SIMEON 
 

♪ Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace  
according to your word. For my eyes have seen your salvation,  

which you have prepared before the face of all people, 

 a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel. 

 

 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: ♪And his mercy endures forever. 
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M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy 
supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 

increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

C:  ♪Amen. 

 

 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and ���� give you peace. 

C:  ♪Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng” 
  Hymn 540 

 

 

ORGANIST 
Phil Otto 

 

GREETERS 
7:45 ~ Lorin & Joan Voss 

10:30 ~ Randy & Joyce Westphal 


