
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Epiphany of Our LordThe Epiphany of Our LordThe Epiphany of Our LordThe Epiphany of Our Lord    
January January January January 6666, 2019, 2019, 2019, 2019    

 

 

 

 



 

The Epiphany of Our Lord January 6, 2019 
 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

1600 S. Main St. 

Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54937-9235 
www.stpetersfdl.net 

Worship:  Thursday, 6:30 pm ~ Sunday, 7:45 & 10:30 am 
Phone:  922-1160 or 921-8075 

Pastor Michael J. Zuberbier:  517-8808 Pastor Matthew M. Guse:  517-9000 
For hospital visits or emergencies, please call Pastor Zuberbier at 517-8808. 
St. Peter’s Lutheran School, Mr. Andrew Mildebrandt, Principal 922-1160 ext. 302 

Winnebago Lutheran Academy, Mr. David Schroeder, Principal 921-4930 ext. 304 
 

WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE  May Christ’s Epiphany Light shine ever more 
brightly in your heart. 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship. If you have any questions about our service or 
practice, please feel free to ask one of the ushers or a pastor. 

 

• Family restrooms are available in the multi-purpose room off the narthex or on the 
right side of the large hallway leading to the school wing. 

 

• A parent’s room with audio feed and a window into the sanctuary is available. 
 

• Listening devices and six large print hymnals are available, please ask an usher. 
 

• Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current 
weekend’s sermon. 

 

• Please silence your cell phone and all other electrical devices to help minimize 
distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you. 

 

• Hymns and songs are reprinted under OneLicense #A-713891. Artwork obtained 
from churchart.com. Scripture texts are taken from the New International Version 
1984 translation. 

 

• Visitors, we are pleased that you have joined us this morning. Please feel free to 
inquire about our congregation through the pastors, one of the ushers, or one of the 
members. If you are a visitor from out of town, please be sure to introduce yourself 
to one of the pastors after the service. We welcome all of you to come and worship 
with us again. 
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HOLY COMMUNION  Today we have the privilege of receiving Christ’s true body 
and blood in, with and under the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Through this 

sacrament the Holy Spirit seals to us the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation for the 
strengthening of our faith. Scriptures also teach that as we commune together, we are 

publicly testifying to a complete unity of faith based on a confession of all of God’s 
Word. For this reason we respectfully request that all of those who are not members 

of the WELS or our sister ELS please speak with one of the pastors before 
communing with us. We remind you to be sure to fill out a communion registration 
card and place it in the offering plate. For your personal preparation before 

communing, turn to pages 156 and 11 in the front of the hymnal. Thank you. 
 

A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  Oh, make your Church, dear Savior, a lamp of 
burnished gold, to bear before the nations your true light, as of old. Oh, teach your 
wandering pilgrims by this their path to trace, till, clouds and darkness ended, they 

see you face to face. Amen. (See also prayers on pages 10-11 of Christian Worship.) 
 

 
SERVICE THEME  We marvel at the Epiphany truth that Jesus has been revealed 

as the Light of the World, the Savior of all mankind – Jews and Gentiles alike. 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 The Common Service on page 15 in the front of the hymnal 

 
 

OPENING HYMN “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
 Hymn 80 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♪Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 

♪ Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

 
M: God our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son � and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♪Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE “Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn” 
 Hymn 49 
 

Rejoice, rejoice this happy morn! A Savior unto us is born, 
The Christ, the Lord of glory. His lowly birth in Bethlehem 

The angels from on high proclaim And sing redemption’s story. 
My soul, Extol God’s great favor; Bless him ever For salvation. 

Give him praise and adoration. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: ♪And also with you. 
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M: Let us pray. 
 

 Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your 

one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to come at 
last to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  ♪Amen. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

A LESSON FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 1 Kings 10:1-9 
During Old Testament times Gentiles like the Queen of Sheba sought out the wisdom of the 
LORD. 
 

When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relation to the 
name of the LORD, she came to test him with hard questions. Arriving at Jerusalem 

with a very great caravan—with camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and 
precious stones—she came to Solomon and talked with him about all that she had on 
her mind. Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was too hard for the king to 

explain to her. When the queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the 
palace he had built, the food on his table, the seating of his officials, the attending 

servants in their robes, his cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he made at the temple 
of the LORD, she was overwhelmed. She said to the king, “The report I heard in my 

own country about your achievements and your wisdom is true. But I did not believe 
these things until I came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, not even half was told 
me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report I heard. How happy 

your men must be! How happy your officials, who continually stand before you and 
hear your wisdom! Praise be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and 

placed you on the throne of Israel. Because of the LORD’s eternal love for Israel, he 
has made you king, to maintain justice and righteousness.” 

 

A LESSON FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT Ephesians 3:2-12 
Saint Paul received the Epiphany mission of being an apostle to the Gentiles. 
 

Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me 
for you, that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already 

written briefly. In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into 
the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to men in other generations as it 

has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This 
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mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, 
members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. I 

became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the 
working of his power. Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this 

grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and 
to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was 

kept hidden in God, who created all things. His intent was that now, through the 
church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In him and through faith in him we may 
approach God with freedom and confidence. 

 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

M: Alleluia! Alleluia! I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 

your way before you. Alleluia! 

C: ♪Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day 

he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY “As with Gladness Men of Old” 
 Hymn 83 
 

SERMON Matthew 2:1-12 

The first Gentile worshipers of the Christ-child recorded in the Bible were the Magi from the 
East. 
 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” When 

King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had 
called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 
what the prophet has written: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 

means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be 
the shepherd of my people Israel.’” Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found 
out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and 

said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to 
me, so that I too may go and worship him.” After they had heard the king, they went 

on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by 
another route. 

 

“The Light of the World Is Revealed to the Nations” Pastor Zuberbier 

1. He is rejected by those who feel threatened. 
2. He is ignored by those who should know better. 

3. He is worshiped by those who are wise. 
 

CREATE IN ME 
 

♪ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your 

Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy 

of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING OF OUR OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: ♪And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: ♪We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: ♪It is good and right so to do. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his 

glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints 
on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 

glorious song: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, 

hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he, blessed is he, 

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  ♪Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

♪ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 

of the world; have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away 

the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
Please remember that all WELS Communicant Members who receive the Lord’s Supper are 
asked to fill out a Communion Card each time they attend. Visitors are asked to write their 
home church on the back of the card. Thank you. 

 

HYMNS “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” 
  Hymn 79 
 

 “O God from God, O Light from Light” 
  Hymn 85 

 

SONG OF SIMEON 
 

♪ Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace  

according to your word. For my eyes have seen your salvation,  

which you have prepared before the face of all people, 

 a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel. 
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: ♪And his mercy endures forever. 

 

 
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy 

supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 

increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

C:  ♪Amen. 

 

 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and ���� give you peace. 

C:  ♪Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “The People that in Darkness Sat” 
  Hymn 90 

 

 

ORGANIST 
Phil Otto 

 

GREETERS 
7:45 ~ Gordon & Justine Port 

10:30 ~ Jim & Marcia Pflum 


