A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING
FOR THE LORD’S BLESSINGS ON 25 YEARS
OF FAITHFUL SERVICE IN THE PUBLIC TEACHING MINISTRY
by

Michael Hinds & Jamie Roecker
BELLS
GATHERING RITE ON THE WORD OF GOD
stand
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

♪ Blessed Jesus, at your Word We are gathered all to hear you.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred Now to seek and love and fear you,
By your teachings, sweet and holy, Drawn from earth to love you solely.
M: Oh, how I love your law!
C: I meditate on it all day long.
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,
C: for they are ever with me.
M: I have more insight than all my teachers,
C: for I meditate on your statutes.

Let the Little Children Come to Me!
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
April 28, 2019

M: How sweet are your words to my taste,
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!

♪ All our knowledge, sense, and sight Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till your Spirit breaks our night With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us; You must work all good within us.
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness,
C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it.
For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

♪ Gracious Savior, good and kind, Light from Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind; Help us by your Spirit’s pleading.
Hear the cry your people raises; Hear and bless our prayers and praises.
M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name”. The Scriptures testify
about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your
sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called servant
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

♪ Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Praise to you and adoration!
Grant that we your Word may trust, Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander, Till we sing your praises yonder.

FIRST LESSON
Deuteronomy 11:1-7; 16-22
Each generation must pass the truths of God’s Word down to the next.
Love the LORD your God and keep his requirements, his decrees, his laws and his
commands always. 2Remember today that your children were not the ones who saw
and experienced the discipline of the LORD your God: his majesty, his mighty hand,
his outstretched arm; 3the signs he performed and the things he did in the heart of
Egypt, both to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his whole country; 4what he did to the
Egyptian army, to its horses and chariots, how he overwhelmed them with the
waters of the Red Sea as they were pursuing you, and how the LORD brought
lasting ruin on them. 5It was not your children who saw what he did for you in the
desert until you arrived at this place, 6and what he did to Dathan and Abiram, sons
of Eliab the Reubenite, when the earth opened its mouth right in the middle of all
Israel and swallowed them up with their households, their tents and every living
thing that belonged to them. 7But it was your own eyes that saw all these great things
the LORD has done. 16Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship
other gods and bow down to them. 17Then the LORD’s anger will burn against you,
and he will shut the heavens so that it will not rain and the ground will yield no
produce, and you will soon perish from the good land the LORD is giving you. 18Fix
these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands
and bind them on your foreheads. 19Teach them to your children, talking about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up. 20Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates,
21
so that your days and the days of your children may be many in the land that the
LORD swore to give your forefathers, as many as the days that the heavens are
above the earth.

PSALM OF THE DAY IN THURSDAY SERVICE
We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have committed to your Church the task of making disciples
of all nations. Enlighten with your wisdom those who teach and those who learn,
that, rejoicing in the knowledge of your truth, they may worship and serve you
from generation to generation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
be seated
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Psalm 78 on page 95

COLOSSIANS 3:16 IN SUNDAY SERVICES

“I Hear the Savior Calling”
Christian Worship 560

VERSE OF THE DAY

I hear the Savior calling! The gospel comes to me. My eyes once closed in blindness
Are opened now to see That I myself was helpless To live eternally,
But, dying, Christ did save me, And now he calls for me!
I hear the Savior calling! He leads a soul to me, A soul in bitter anguish, One
needing to be free. The gift I have to offer Is Christ, my Lord’s decree
That all have been forgiven – My Savior calls for me!
I hear the Savior calling! He gives this charge to me: To serve the best I'm able,
Whate'er the call may be. Thus hand in hand with others Who share the gospel key
We spread the gospel tidings – My Savior calls for me!
I hear the Savior calling! He changes hearts for me. From door to door I witness To
bring my Savior’s plea; Yet nothing can be added, No word on bended knee,
Beyond the simple gospel – My Savior calls for me!
I hear the Savior calling! His call has urgency! Each moment souls are dying; Soon
comes eternity. And so, my precious Savior, This is my humble plea:
Prepare me for my mission For you are calling me!

SECOND LESSON
Christian education is lifelong—from infancy through old age.

M: The Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter ten:

2 Timothy 3:14-17

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of,
because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you
have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

-4-

stand

GOSPEL
Jesus wants no barriers between him and God’s children.

Mark 10:13-16

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples
rebuked them. 14When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs
to such as these. 15I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of
God like a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took the children in his arms, put
his hands on them and blessed them.
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M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
be seated

be seated

OFFERING

HYMN OF THE DAY

“How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts?”
Christian Worship 509

SERMON
Jesus is the rock solid Foundation of Christian education.

Matthew 7:24-29

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25The rain came down, the streams
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it
had its foundation on the rock. 26But everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
27
The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell with a great crash.” 28When Jesus had finished saying these things,
the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29because he taught as one who had
authority, and not as their teachers of the law.

“Spiritual Foundations are Built on God’s Word”
Pastor Eric S. Roecker
stand
APOSTLES’ CREED

COLOSSIANS 3:16 IN SUNDAY SERVICES

“Forever”

The moon and stars they wept The morning sun was dead The Savior of the world
was fallen His body on the cross His blood poured out for us
The weight of every curse upon him
One final breath He gave as Heaven looked away The Son of God was laid in
darkness A battle in the grave The war on death was waged
The power of hell forever broken
The ground began to shake The stone was rolled away
His perfect love could not be overcome Now death where is your sting
Our resurrected King has rendered you defeated Forever, He is glorified Forever,
He is lifted high Forever, He is risen He is alive He is alive
The ground began to shake The stone was rolled away
His perfect love could not be overcome Now death where is your sting
Our resurrected King has rendered you defeated Forever, He is glorified Forever,
He is lifted high Forever, He is risen He is alive He is alive
We sing Hallelujah We sing Hallelujah We sing Hallelujah The Lamb has overcome
We sing Hallelujah We sing Hallelujah We sing Hallelujah The Lamb has overcome
Forever, He is glorified Forever, He is lifted high Forever, He is risen He is alive
He is alive Forever, He is glorified Forever, He is lifted high Forever,
He is risen He is alive He is alive!

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Most merciful God, our Heavenly Father, we praise you for all your gracious gifts to
us. We give you thanks for establishing and maintaining the holy ministry to nourish
the congregation of believers with your precious Word. You have done great things
-7-

for us and we are glad. Today we lift our hearts in gratitude and rejoicing for the
goodness you have bestowed on your servants Michael Hinds and Jamie Roecker,
whom you have called as teachers in your Church. O Lord, you have mercifully
granted them grace to serve in the office of the public ministry for twenty-five years
and have showered a multitude of blessings on their ministries. In spite of all human
frailties, you have enabled them to teach your saving truth among us. As wise and
faithful stewards of your mysteries, they have declared the whole counsel of God.
You have given them strength to bear their burdens of labor and hardships and
supported them when crosses weighed heavily. For this abounding love and favor
toward your servants, we thank and praise you. In your goodness grant them
continued guidance and sustain them with your tender care. Give them joy in serving
you and your people, and fill their hearts with your peace. Abide with all who
confess your holy name, keeping us steadfast in faith and sound doctrine. Help each
of us to serve you with gladness and faithfulness. Bring us and all your saints at last
into eternal joy. Graciously hear us, O God of our salvation, through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.
C: Amen.
be seated
CLOSING HYMN

“Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd”
Christian Worship 508

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
be seated
SERMON HYMN

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
Christian Worship 382

stand
M: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, since you have committed the care and
nurture of children to your people, graciously enlighten those who teach and
those who are committed to their instruction that they may know the truth and
trust in you all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
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Mike Hinds Biography
I was the first of three children born to Mark and Margaret Hinds on August 27,
1972, in Marinette, WI. Through age six, I was a member of St. John’s in Peshtigo,
WI, where I attended Kindergarten. First through eighth grade would be spent at
Crown of Life in Hubertus, WI, followed by four years at Kettle Moraine Lutheran
High School. I went on to Dr. Martin Luther College and graduated in 1994 with a
Bachelor’s degree in Education. I was assigned a one year call to First Lutheran
School in La Crosse, WI. After serving a year there, I was called full time to St.
Peter’s Lutheran School in Fond du Lac, WI where I have served ever since.
I have two children, Jonah and Micah. Jonah is a sophomore at MSOE (Milwaukee
School of Engineering) and Micah is entering the Air Force after graduating high
school (WLA) this Spring. I am married to Stefanie (Rathje) Hinds who is our third
grade teacher here at St. Peter’s.
Outside of teaching, I enjoy many outdoor activities. Hunting, fishing,
snowmobiling, motorcycling, and barbecuing are among the top. I also enjoy
traveling and exploring new places.
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Jamie Roecker Biography
I was born and raised by my dedicated Christian parents in Slinger, WI. I grew up
with four siblings, an older brother and sister, and two younger brothers. We all
attended grade school at Peace Lutheran School in Hartford, WI.
I have a love for the outdoors. I enjoy hunting, fishing, and golfing whenever I have
the opportunity. I also like working outside – taking care of my yard, cutting and
splitting firewood, and other outdoor chores.
My four years of high school were spent in Watertown, WI at Northwestern
Preparatory School now Luther Preparatory School. I have always had a great love
for athletics. I participated in football, wrestling, and baseball all four years at Prep.
After graduating high school I attended Dr. Martin Luther College now Martin
Luther College in New Ulm, MN. My major was Physical Education with a minor
in English. I participated in football for two years and baseball for four years. I
graduated in 1994 and was assigned to Immanuel Lutheran School in Manitowoc,
WI. I married my wonderful, God-fearing wife, Roberta, that summer.
For four years I taught 7th grade, coached, and was athletic director at Immanuel.
After four years, the principal retired, and Immanuel called me to be their next
principal. I served the next 17 years as principal, 7th and 8th grade teacher, and
coach.
During those 21 years at Immanuel God blessed our family with two children.
Micah is 21 years old and works as a mechanic at Van Horn Ford in Lomira. Miriam
is 20 years old and is a sophomore at UW Oshkosh.
In March of 2015 I accepted a call to Winnebago Lutheran Academy to teach
English and coach. For the past four years I have had the privilege to teach in the
English department as well as teach Health class to sophomores. Next year my role
will change a bit as I will be involved in the physical education department and will
be in charge of the strength and conditioning program for all WLA athletes. I also
serve as the head volleyball coach and assistant coach for wrestling. It has been a
tremendous blessing to have the opportunity to serve WLA as well as its association
schools and congregations. I pray the Lord will bless me with many more years at
WLA.
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