
St. Peter’s Newsletter -  March 2020 Schedules 

March 1 7:45 Joe & Nancy Birkholz 

 10:30 DuWayne & Marilyn Zamzow 

March 8 7:45 Norene Gonring 

 10:30 Travis & Brindah Birkholz 

March 15 7:45 Guy & Sue Repp 

 10:30 Jerry & Diane Fricken 

March 22 7:45 Travis & Brindah Birkholz 

 10:30 Gib & Ann Trewin 

March 29 7:45 Gordon & Justine Port 

 10:30 Diana Kent  

Cleaning Schedule 

Week of:  

March 2 Roger & Laurie Bargenquast 

March 9 Don & Sue Knuth 

March 16 Gregg & Carol Leisten 

March 23 Loren & Joan Voss 

March 30 Girl Pioneers (Brindah Birkholz) 

Please call Gregg at 
 923 - 1583  

to become a member of 
the “cleaning team”. 
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Membership Matters 

The matters of membership listed below were acted upon or recognized  
by the Coordinating Council at its February meeting. 

Removal (Unable to Serve) 
 

David Gibson 

Funeral 
 

Phil Otto 

Transfer Out 
 

Roger, Rita, Amanda &  
Marian Stahmann to St. Paul’s, NFDL 

Baptisms 
 

Lydia Rhoades 
Destiny Swedowski 
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“The Lord will march out like a mighty man, 
like a warrior he will stir up his zeal; with a 
shout he will raise the battle cry and will 
triumph over his enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13) 

 

A few years ago, a Dutch professor 
took time to calculate the cost of an enemy 
soldier's death at different epochs in histo-
ry. He estimated that during the reign of 
Julius Caesar, to kill an enemy soldier 
cost less than one dollar. At the time of 
Napoleon, it had considerably inflat-
ed—to more than $2,000. At the end 
of the First World War, it had multi-
plied several times to reach the figure 
of some $17,000. During the Second 
World War, it was about $40,000. 
And in Vietnam, in 1970, to kill an 
enemy soldier cost the United States 
$200,000. 

It's not a cost or statistic we often 
think about, but just reminds us of the 
great amount of money nations spend on 
military supplies, troops, and equipment 
in times of war. It is a reminder of the 
great price that is paid for peace and free-
dom. 

This season of Lent we will find our-
selves in the midst of another war. It is not 
a war fought with human hands. It is not 
even a war fought against human flesh 
and blood. It is the war of our Savior as he 
goes to fight Satan for the salvation of our 
souls. The theme for our mid-week Lenten 
series this year is “The Son of God Goes 
Forth To War.” 

This Lent, we will follow Jesus, our 
mighty warrior, as he faces the onslaughts 

of Satan at every turn. From facing his be-
trayer in the upper room, to facing the Ro-
man soldiers in the Garden of Gethsema-
ne, to standing trial before the Jewish 
high court, to being condemned before 
Pontius Pilate. Satan would throw every-
thing he could at Jesus to prevent him 
from carrying out his mission. As in any 
war, there would be great injustice, suffer-
ing, and death, but Jesus would endure it 
all. As our mighty warrior, Jesus would go 

forth to battle for our souls. 

 It was battle that would not be 
concluded on a battlefield but on a 
cross. It would be a battle not strewn 
with the blood of men but with the 
blood of the very Son of God. It would 
be a war in which only one life would 
be lost, as Jesus surrendered his life 
unto death for the sins of the world. 

The prophet Isaiah pictures the great cli-
max of our Savior’s battle, “he will raise the 
battle cry,” as Jesus would shout out the 
words “It is finished” ending his suffering 
on the cross and “triumphing over his ene-
mies.” Not only would Jesus defeat Satan 
but would also defeat his allies, sin and 
death. 
 Come and join us for our mid-week 
Lenten worship as we see, “The Son of God 
Going Forth To War.” Come and be remind-
ed of God’s love for you in the sending of 
his Son to be your Savior. Come and praise 
your Savior for the great price he paid for 
your forgiveness and eternal life. Come and 
follow Jesus, your mighty warrior, as he 
goes forth for the salvation of your soul.  
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Helps for Guiding  
Children in Worship 

Before Worship 
 

·Talk about expectations on your way to church. 
·Get a drink and visit the rest room before enter-
ing the sanctuary. 
·Sit where your child is able to see the chancel  
area. 
·Point out the altar, ambo, font, organ, etc. Dis-
cuss how they are used. 
·Look for colors and symbols in the banners, 
windows, paraments, and other art work. Ex-
plain that they are there to remind us of God’s 
love and care. 
·Find all the crosses in the church. 
Tell your child that the cross re-
minds us of Jesus. 
·Talk about the people who help 
during the service and mention the 
jobs that they do (pastor, lector, 
ushers, organist, acolyte, etc.) 
 

During Worship 
 

�Be consistent in your expectations 
and routines. 
�Allow your child to sit in a com-
fortable manner. You may wish to 
provide a booster chair. 
�If your child wiggles, avoid fret-
ting; adults wiggle, too! 
�Participate joyfully! Your child will model your 
actions. Don’t worry that your child doesn’t lis-
ten to what you say, know that she watches eve-
rything you do. 
�Make church a warm, loving place to be. Disci-
pline in a kind manner. Demonstrate for-
giveness. 
�Help your child listen for a key word, such as 
“Jesus.” 
�Explain what is happening as the service un-
folds. Answer your child’s questions briefly and 
accurately. 
�Involve your child in the service. Sing together. 
Fold hands for the prayers; stand and sit at ap-
propriate times. 

After worship 
 

�Greet the pastor at the door. Lift your child to be 
at the pastor’s eye level. Encourage your child to 
shake hands with the pastor.  
�Talk about the service by mentioning parts that 
were especially meaningful to you (the anthem, 
sermon, a hymn, etc.) 
�Make a praise booklet. Have your child draw pic-
tures that reflect what God has done or things for 
which your child is thankful. Present the book to 
your pastor. 

�Sing hymns or songs together. 
�Read and reflect on Scripture readings 
together. 
�Pray for the pastor, organist, and oth-
ers who have led the service. Include 
those congregation members for whom 
you prayed during the worship service. 
 

During the Week 
 

�Pray together. 
�Engage in service and witness projects 
with your child. 
�Play church at home. Family mem-
bers may participate. 
�Visit the church. Investigate the bap-
tismal font, ambo, organ, altar, etc. 

Explain why and how each is used. Keep com-
ments simple. 
�Spend time each day listening to a religious story 
record, organ music, hymns or songs that are regu-
larly sung in church. 
�Make “going to church” a special event. Speak 
positively about worship. 
�Lay out special clothes for church on Saturday 
night. 
�Prepare an offering with your child. Explain that 
it is a gift for Jesus.  
�Purchase a child’s Bible (Toddler Bible or The Be-
ginner’s Bible). Read it at home. Carry it to church.  


