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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST October 11, 2020 
 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

1600 S. Main St. 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54937-9235 

www.stpetersfdl.net 
Worship:  Thursday, 6:30 pm ~ Sunday, 7:45 & 10:30 am 

School/Church Office: 922-1160 or 921-8075 
Pastor Michael J. Zuberbier:  517-8808 Pastor Matthew M. Guse:  517-9000 
 

For hospital visits or emergencies, please call Pastor Zuberbier at 517-8808 
 

Winnebago Lutheran Academy, Mr. David Schroeder, Principal 921-4930 ext. 304 
 
WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE  May God the Holy Spirit equip you with 
everything good for doing his will, and may he work in you what is pleasing to him, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current 

weekend’s sermon. 
 

 Please silence your cell phone and all other electrical devices to help minimize 
distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you. 

 

 Hymns and songs are reprinted under OneLicense #A-713891. Artwork obtained 
from churchart.com. Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage 
Version® (EHV®) copyright ©2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

 

 Visitors, we are pleased that you have joined us this morning. Please feel free to 
inquire about our congregation through the pastors, one of the ushers, or one of the 
members. If you are a visitor from out of town, please be sure to introduce yourself 
to one of the pastors after the service. We welcome all of you to come and worship 
with us again. 

 
A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  Oh, keep us, holy Savior, in your true love and 
fear, and grant us by your favor the grace to persevere till, in your new creation, our 
earthly troubles o’er, heirs of your free salvation, we praise you evermore. Amen. 
 
SERVICE THEME  The LORD delights in showing mercy to those who, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, come to him with repentant hearts. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP Service of the Word 
 
OPENING HYMN Today Your Mercy Calls Us | CW 339 

 

Today your mercy calls us To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, Whatever we have been, 

However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today. 

 

Today your gate is open, And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome And pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised: A glorious crown in heav’n. 

 

Today our Father calls us; His Holy Spirit waits. 
His blessed angels gather Around the heav’nly gates. 

No question will be asked us How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father’s home. 

 

O all-embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door, 
What should we do without you When heart and eye run o’er? 

When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer. 

 
M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 
as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

 - 3 -  

M: God our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 
are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.  

C: Amen. 
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
OH, TASTE AND SEE 
 

♪ Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. Your Word, 
O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your 

faithfulness continues forever. Oh, taste and see that the 
Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

 Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule 
our hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
LESSON 2 Corinthians 13:5-8 
Christianity is a daily life of repentance: confessing our sins, turning to Jesus for forgiveness, and 
showing our love for the Savior by living for the Truth. 
 

5Examine yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not 
know this about yourselves: that Jesus Christ is in you—unless perhaps you fail the 
test? 6But I hope that you will recognize that we are not failing the test.  

7We pray to God that you may not do anything evil, not so that we may appear to 
have passed the test, but so that you may do what is good, even if we may seem like 
those who are failing to pass the test. 8To be sure, we can do nothing against the truth, 
but only for the truth.  
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VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

♪ Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

GOSPEL Matthew 21:28-32 
Spirit-worked repentance brings about a change of mind and action. 
 

28“What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go work today in my vineyard.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his 
mind and went. 30He came to the second and said the same thing. The second son 
answered, ‘I will go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his 
father?”  

They said to him, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Amen I tell you: The tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For 
John came to you in the way of righteousness, but you did not believe him. However, 
the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him. Even when you saw this, you did 
not change your mind and believe him.” 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly | CW 484 

 

Brothers, sisters, let us gladly Give to God our all, our best- 
Service hearty, thorough, honest, With a living love impressed. 

All our duty, all our striving, All our time to him belong; 
Praise him, then, with true devotion; Come before him with a song. 

 

By his mercy, by his bounty, By the gift of Christ, his Son, 
What great goodness he has shown us, What high marvels he has done! 

Let us to him promptly, freely, Yield our bodies and our souls, 
Thankful that his love protects us, That his wisdom all controls. 

 

Gracious Lord, accept our service For the sake of Christ, your Son; 
Lo, our hope abides now only In the righteousness he won. 

Bless and save us; help and guide us; Watch to comfort and restore 
Till in heav’n we rest rejoicing, Praising you forevermore. 
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SERMON Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 

The word of the LORD came to me. 
2What do you mean, you who keep repeating this proverb concerning the soil of Israel, 
“Fathers eat sour grapes, and their sons’ teeth are set on edge”? 3As surely as I live, 
declares the LORD God, you will never again use this proverb in Israel. 4Indeed, all 
souls are mine. The soul of the father is mine just like the soul of the son. The soul 
who sins is the one who will die. 
25But you say, “The LORD’s way is not fair.” Listen now, house of Israel. Is it my way 
that is not fair? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 26If a righteous man turns away 
from his righteousness and practices unrighteousness, he will die because of it. Because 
of the unrighteousness that he has practiced, he will die. 
27But if a wicked man turns from his wickedness that he has done and practices justice 
and righteousness, he will preserve his life. 28Because he has seen and turned away 
from all the rebellious acts that he had committed, he will surely live, and he will not 
die. 29But the house of Israel says, “The LORD’s way is not fair.” Is it really my ways 
that are not fair, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 
30Therefore, I will judge each one of you according to his ways, O house of Israel, 
declares the LORD God. Repent and turn away from all your rebellious acts, so that 
you will not set out a stumbling block that makes you guilty. 31Throw off from 
yourselves all your rebellious actions by which you have rebelled, and obtain a new 
heart and a new spirit for yourselves. Why should you die, O house of Israel? 32For I 
take no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies, declares the LORD God. So repent 
and live! 
 
 

“My CHRISTianity” Pastor Guse 
1. The reality of my sin 
2. The forgiveness of my Savior 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
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dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRESENTING OF OUR OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
 
HYMN My Faith Looks Up to Thee | CW 402 
 

 

My faith looks up to thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine. 
Now hear me while I pray; Take all my guilt away; 

Oh, let me from this day Be wholly thine! 
 

May thy rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart; My zeal inspire! 
As thou hast died for me, Oh, may my love to thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire! 
 

While life’s dark maze I tread And griefs around me spread, Be thou my guide. 
Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray From thee aside. 
 

When ends life’s transient dream, When death’s cold, sullen stream Shall o’er me 
roll, Blest Savior, then, in love, Fear and distrust remove; 

Oh, bear me safe above, A ransomed soul! 
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M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah | CW 331 

 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, Pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; Hold me with thy pow’rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, Feed me till I want no more. 
 

Open now the crystal fountain Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar Lead me all my journey through. 

Strong Deliv’rer, Be thou still my strength and shield. 
 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death and hell’s Destruction, Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises I will ever give to thee. 
 

 
ORGANIST 

David Koepsell 
 

GREETERS 
7:45 ~ Deb Jaeger 

10:30 ~ Bruce, Else, & David Cuppan 
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Weekly Announcements 
 

SPREAD SOME SON-SHINE  Our members in care facilities are unable to have 
visitors due to the pandemic. We would like to send some cards to two each week to 
let them know we are thinking of them. Please help us brighten their days! 

 

~Allen & Lorraine Bauman at Lakeview Place 
(517 Luco Rd. Rm 121) in Fond du Lac 
 

~Dorothy Schroeder at St. Francis Home 
(33 Everett St.) in Fond du Lac 

 
AT HOME WITH THE LORD  Our faithful God and Father called home to himself 
the soul of our sister in faith, Vernice Lenz, who departed from this life to life eternal 
on Monday, October 5, 2020 at the age of 94 years, 2 months, and 16 days. A private 
service was held Thursday, October 8, and her mortal remains were laid to rest at 
Trinity Lutheran Cemetery, Dundee to await the glorious resurrection.  
 
FORWARD IN CHRIST & MEDITATIONS  The October Forward in Christ and the 
current Meditations are available in the narthex.  
 
2021 CREATION CALENDARS  The 2021 Creation Calendars, and pocket books 
are in, and they are beautiful! The calendars are great for family planning or to give as 
gifts. Each month contains a beautiful picture of God’s creation and a Bible 
passage to go with it. They are available in the church entryway for $7.00. 
 
NEW ENTRYWAY INFORMATION STATION!  We would like to thank Warren 
Demmon for his expertise in building our new information station. This station will 
house the meditation booklets, Forward in Christ, and other publications. It will also 
serve as a place to display upcoming events and sign-up sheets. It looks wonderful and 
we thank Warren for all his donated time and hard work. 
 
MISSION FEST will be held on Thursday, October 22 and Sunday, October 25 with 
guest pastor Timothy Dolan. In addition to preaching at the three services, he will also 
be giving a presentation between the services on Sunday in the Commons. 
 
THANK YOU  Dear brothers and sisters of St. Peter’s, Thank you so much for the 
wonderful celebration and gifts in commemoration of my 25th anniversary of teaching 
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ministry. God has truly blessed my family through the congregations I have been 
privileged to serve throughout my ministry, and I am very thankful for St. Peter’s 
people to have been a part of that time. I look forward to continuing serving your 
families at your high school for the years to come. In Christ, Andy Mildebrandt  
 

Dear members of St. Peter’s, Many thanks for the generous gifts, congratulatory 
statements, and cards in recognition of my 40th year of teaching. I am truly grateful 
and humbled by your support in this important ministry. It has been a privilege and 
honor to have served for so many years. I pray that God continues to bless the ministry 
at St. Peter’s for many years to come. A special thank you to Linda Lueck for putting 
together the wonderful displays. She truly is a blessing to us all.  
Yours in Christ, Emil Schuh 
 
AREA REFORMATION FESTIVAL  Our area WELS congregations joint 
Reformation service has been cancelled for this year. 
 
PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH  The Called Worker Care Committee would 
like to remind all members that October is Pastor Appreciation Month. Please take a 
moment to remember, recognize and appreciate all that our faithful pastors do for our 
church family. Whether your recognition is a prayer, a note or card, a kind word of 
gratitude or a gift to show your thankfulness, any and all gestures would go a long way 
in showing our pastors the blessings they are to our congregation. Thank you! 
 
OLD CHURCH CHANDALIER  If you would like a chandelier from the old church, 
there is one by the cloak room, please feel free to take it. No fighting over it though. 
 
WLA ACQUIRES LAND  On Wednesday, September 30 Winnebago Lutheran 
Academy acquired 120 acres of land west of Fond du Lac for the future relocation of 
the school. Situated between Hwy 23 and Hwy OOO just west of Streblow Dr., WLA 
is praying and planning to relocate to the new property within 7-10 years. “We are 
moving forward with plans aggressively, as God allows, in regards to planning and 
raising funds for our new campus,” said Mr. Kevin Ehlke, Director of Mission 
Advancement. “We are blessed to share a common vision with our WLA Association 
churches and schools. We are looking forward to sharing the vision of our future with 
more and more people as we move forward on this new land.” This new land will 
allow WLA to build a safe and modern campus that will accommodate all of our 
Christ centered educational, extracurricular, association and community programs. 
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INFLUENZA CLINICS  Your Parish Nurses are strongly encouraging everyone to 
consider getting a flu vaccine this year. The vaccines can be obtained through your 
physician office, the county health dept., your local pharmacy, your employer, 
Walgreens, Walmart & many other locations. St. Peter’s will NOT be holding 
a flu vaccination clinic, as the other options are more readily available. New 
flu vaccines are released every year to keep up with rapidly adapting flu viruses. 
Because flu viruses evolve so quickly, last year’s vaccine may not protect you 
from this year.  
 
 
 
 

Last Week’s Stewardship 
 

Worship: 96 + 86 + 147 = 329 Midweek Bible Class: 10 + 11 = 21 
Communed: 84 + 78 + 103 = 265 Sunday Bible Class: 28 
 
 
First Fruits to the Lord 2020:     Last Week Year-to-Date 
 

Thank offerings in support of the unified budget $22,023.87 
Other receipts in support of the unified budget 2,375.00 
Total receipts in support of the unified budget 24,398.87 $1,100,060.24 
Requirement to support proposed unified budget 31,127.02 1,245,080.80 
Overage (Shortfall) (6,728.15) (145,020.56) 
 

Improvement Fund 105.00 
WLA Forward in Trust 280.00 
Honoring the Lord! 3,274.00 
WLA Tuition Assistance 350.00 
SPLS Tuition Assistance 20.00 
 
 

Daily Bible Readings 
 

10/11  1 Kings 21  10/15  John 1:35-51 
10/12  1 Kings 22  10/16  John 2:1-22 
10/13  John 1:1-18  10/17  John 2:23-3:21 
10/14  John 1:19-34 


