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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT December 6,2020 
 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

1600 S. Main St. 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54937-9235 

www.stpetersfdl.net 
Worship:  Thursday, 6:30pm ~ Sunday, 7:45 & 10:30am 

Phone:  922-1160 or 921-8075 
Pastor Michael J. Zuberbier:  517-8808 Pastor Matthew M. Guse:  517-9000 
For hospital visits or emergencies, please call Pastor Zuberbier at 517-8808. 
Winnebago Lutheran Academy, Mr. David Schroeder, Principal 921-4930 ext. 304 
 

WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE  May the love of our Advent King dwell in us 
richly. 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship. If you have any questions about our service or practice, 
please feel free to ask one of the ushers or a pastor. 

 

 
HOLY COMMUNION  Today we have the privilege of receiving Christ’s true body 
and blood in, with and under the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Through this 
sacrament the Holy Spirit seals to us the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation for the 
strengthening of our faith. Scriptures also teach that as we commune together, we are 
publicly testifying to a complete unity of faith based on a confession of all of God’s 
Word. For this reason we respectfully request that all of those who are not members 
of the WELS or our sister ELS please speak with one of the pastors before 
communing with us.  
 
A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  Come, O precious Ransom, come, only Hope 
for sinful mortals! Come, O Savior of the world! Open are to you all portals. Come, 
your beauty let us view; anxiously we wait for you. Enter now my waiting heart, 
glorious King and Lord most holy. Dwell in me and ne’er depart, though I am but 
poor and lowly. Ah, what riches will be mine when you are my guest divine! Amen.  
 
 
SERVICE THEME  Prepare for the Advent (the Coming) of our King. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
These sentences will be spoken and the Advent candles lit immediately following the tolling of 
the bell at the beginning of the service. 
 
Advent 2 

M: We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus who came in history. He 
came into a world of sin and death. 

C: We remember Jesus who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist 
prepared the way of the Lord. 

M: We hear his call to repent. 
C: We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for 

renewal. 
M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

 

Two Advent candles (the Prophecy and Bethlehem candles) are lit. 
The service continues with the opening hymn. 
 
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP The Common Service 
 
 
OPENING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway | CW 702 
 Back of bulletin 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M: Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
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both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 

♪ Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 

 
M: God our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes | CW 12 v 1 & 4 

 

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, The Savior promised long; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne And ev’ry voice a song. 

 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Your welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring With your beloved name. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: (spoken) And also with you. 
 
M: Let us pray. 
 

 Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his 
coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through 
the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 



 - 4 -  

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 40:1-11 
Isaiah encourages us to prepare a highway in our hearts for the Advent of our King. 
 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call out to her. 

Her warfare really is over. 
Her guilt is fully paid for. 
Yes, she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 

 

3A voice is calling out: 
In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD. 
In the wasteland make a level highway for our God. 
4Every valley will be raised up, 
and every mountain and hill will be made low. 
The rugged ground will become level, 
and the rough places will become a plain. 
5Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 
and all flesh together will see it. 
Yes, the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

 

6A voice was saying, “Cry out!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry out?” 

All flesh is grass, 
and all its beauty is like a wildflower in the countryside. 
7Grass withers, flowers fade, 
when the breath of the LORD blows on them. 
Yes, the people are grass. 
8Grass withers, flowers fade, 
but the Word of our God endures forever. 

 

9Get up on a high mountain, 
O Zion, you herald of good news. 
Lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, you herald of good news. 
Lift it up! Do not be afraid! 
Say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 
10Look, God the LORD will come with strength, 
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and his arm is ruling for him. 
Look, his reward is with him. 
The result of his work is in front of him. 
11Like a shepherd he will care for his flock. 
With his arm he will gather the lambs. 
He will lift them up on his lap. 
He will gently lead the nursing mothers. 

 
SECOND LESSON 2 Peter 3:8-14 
The longer our King delays his Second Advent, the more time people have to be prepared for his 
coming. 
 

8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: For the Lord, one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow to do 
what he promised, as some consider slowness. Instead, he is patient for your sakes, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but all to come to repentance.  

10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that day the heavens will pass 
away with a roar, the elements will be dissolved as they burn with great heat, and the 
earth and what was done on it will be burned up. 11Therefore, since all these things 
will be destroyed, what kind of people ought you to be, living in holiness and 
godliness, 12as you look forward to and hasten the coming of the day of God? That 
day will cause the heavens to be set on fire and destroyed, and the elements to melt 
as they burn with great heat. 13But according to his promise we look forward to new 
heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.  

14Therefore, dear friends, as you look forward to these things, make every effort 
to be found in peace, spotless and blameless in his sight.  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying | CW 13 
 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, A call from the ways untrod: 
Prepare in the desert a highway, A highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, The lofty hills brought low; 

Make straight all the crooked places Where the Lord our God may go! 
 

O Christians, you bring good tidings; Get up to the heights and sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people The coming of their King. 

Like the flow’rs of the field they perish; Like grass their works decay. 
The pow’r and pomp of nations Shall pass like a dream away; 

 



 - 6 -  

But the Word of our God is eternal; The arm of the Lord is strong. 
He stands in the midst of the nations, And he shall right the wrong. 
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, The lambs shall gently hold, 

To pastures of peace shall lead them, And bring them safe to his fold. 
 
M: The gospel according to St. Mark, Chapter 1. 
C: (spoken) Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 
GOSPEL Mark 1:1-8 
Jesus’ harbinger (forerunner), John the Baptist, preached a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, preparing the hearts of the people for the Advent of the Promised One. 
 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2This is how it is 
written in the prophet Isaiah:  

Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,  
who will prepare the way for you.  
3A voice of one calling out in the wilderness,  
“Prepare the way of the Lord.  
Make his paths straight.”  

4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  

5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him. They were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins. 
6John was clothed in camel’s hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. He 
ate locusts and wild honey. 7He preached, “One more powerful than I is coming after 
me. I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals! 8I baptized you 
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  
 
 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: (spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

 
“Prepare Your Hearts for the Advent of Your King!” Pastor Zuberbier 

1. Listen to John’s cry for repentance. 
2. Look to John’s King for release. 
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CREATE IN ME 
 

♪ Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not 

away from your presence, and take not your 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy 

of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen 
 
PRESENTING OF OUR OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: (spoken) And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: (spoken) We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: (spoken) It is good and right so to do. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people 
to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, 
we praise your holy name. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  (spoken) Amen. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us and grant us your peace. Amen. 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN When All the World Was Cursed | CW 20 
 

When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation, 
Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation. 
With true forerunner’s zeal The greater one he named, 
And him, as yet unknown, As Savior he proclaimed. 

 

Before Saint John was born, He leaped in joyful meeting, 
Confessing him as Lord Whose mother he was greeting. 

By Jordan’s rolling stream, A new Elijah bold, 
He testified of him Whom prophets had foretold. 

 

Behold the Lamb of God, Who bears the world’s transgression, 
Whose sacrifice removes The devil’s dread oppression. 

Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away our sin, 
Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win. 

 

Oh, grant, dear Lord of love, That we receive, rejoicing, 
The word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing, 

That gladly we may walk Upon our Savior’s way 
Until we live with him In his eternal day. 
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BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 
C:  ♪Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN Hosanna to the Coming Lord | CW 21 v 1 & 3 

 

Hosanna to the coming Lord! Hosanna to th’incarnate Word! 
To Christ, Creator, Savior, King Let earth, let heav’n hosanna sing. 

 

O Advent King, our sins forgive; Come in our lives and hearts to live, 
And let our humble souls become A temple worthy of your name. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Weekly Announcements 
 

MEMORIALS  A special gift has been given by Tim & Becky Lauersdorf family in 
loving memory of Tim’s parents, Duane & LuAnn Lauersdorf. 
 A special gift has been given to the General Fund by Robert & Christine 
Nellessen in memory of Christine’s mother, Adeila E. Dins. 
 
SPREAD SOME SON-SHINE  Our members in care facilities are unable to have 
visitors due to the pandemic. We would like to send some cards to two each week to 
let them know we are thinking of them. Please help us brighten their days! 
 

~Ruth Bargenquast    ~Florence Schwartz 
313 S. National Ave.  Apt. 15  N4623 River Rd. 
Fond du Lac, WI 54935   Fond du Lac, WI 54937 
 

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS  December 6 is the last day to order a 
poinsettia to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas. Each poinsettia is 
$16.00. Please fill out an envelope with your name, and the name(s) of the 

people in whose memory or honor you are donating the poinsettia. Please make your 
check payable to St. Peter’s Altar Guild and place it in the floral box provided in the 
narthex. 
 
OPEN FORUM  We will have an open forum after each service on Thursday, 
December 10 and Sunday, December 13 regarding our budget for 2021. 
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NEW YEAR’S EVE WEEKEND  To spread out worshipers, we will be celebrating 
New Year’s Eve both on Thursday, December 31, at 6:30 pm and Sunday, January 3 
at 7:45 and 10:30 am. All three services will be the same. Please consider giving your 
regular weekly offering plus a special New Year’s Eve offering to our gracious and 
timeless God. 
 
 

Last Week’s Stewardship 
 

Thanksgiving Worship: 83 + 59 + 72 = 214 
Sunday Worship: 82 + 115 = 197 

 
First Fruits to the Lord 2020:     Last Week Year-to-Date 
 

Thank offerings in support of the unified budget $30,695.16 
Other receipts in support of the unified budget 3,200.00 
Total receipts in support of the unified budget 33,895.16 $1,324,050.58 
Requirement to support proposed unified budget 31,127.02 1,494,096.96 
Overage (Shortfall) 2,768.14 (170,046.38) 
 

Improvement Fund 10,068.00 
WLA Forward in Trust 5.00 
Honoring the Lord! 230.00 
Ministerial Education TA 58.00 
 

Daily Bible Readings 
 

12/06  John 19:17-37  12/10  John 21:15-25 
12/07  John 19:38-20:10  12/11  Isaiah 1 
12/08  John 20:11-31  12/12  Isaiah 2, 3, 4 
12/09  John 21:1-14 
 
 

ORGANIST 
Pam Zuberbier 

 
GREETERS 

7:45 ~ Travis & Brindah Birkholz 
10:30 ~ Judine Schicker 
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