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The Father’s Christmas Promises 
 

Bells 
 
Hymn Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful | CW 55 v 1 & 2 
 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, Born the King of angels. 
 

Refrain: Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

God from true God, and Light from Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, to earth he comes, 

Only begotten Son of God the Father. Refrain 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Mighty God, gracious Savior, we are so blessed to be present in this house of 
worship on Christmas Day and to receive again the news of the birth of Christ! 
Teach us to see the great need for a Savior that exists in us and in all people. 
Create in every heart a saving trust in Jesus Christ by your powerful Gospel. Lead 
us to rejoice that you have done such wonderful things for us and help us to live 
for you. 

C: Amen. 
 
Hymn Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful | CW 55 v 3 & 4 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above. 

Glory to God, all Glory in the highest. 
 

Refrain: Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n, 

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing. Refrain 2 

The Christ Would Be Born of a Woman 
 

The Prophecy (Pastor) Genesis 3:8-15 
 

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in 
the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees 
of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I 
hid.” And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” The man said, “The woman you put 
here with me – she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” Then the LORD 
God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you 
have done this, Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will 
crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 
 
The Fulfillment (Speaker) Luke 2:1-7 
 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 
the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to 
register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the 
inn. 
 
 
Hymn Gentle Mary Laid Her Child | CW 56 v 1 & 2 
 

Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 
There he lay, the undefiled, To the world a stranger. 
Such a babe in such a place – Can he be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race Who have found his favor. 
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Angels sang about his birth; Wise men sought and found him. 
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth, Glory all around them. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, Heard the angels singing. 
All the plains were lit that night; All the hills were ringing. 

 
 

The Christ Would Be Born of a Virgin and Called Immanuel 
 

The Prophecy (Pastor) Isaiah 7:10-14 
 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in 
the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not 
put the LORD to the test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it 
not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will 
give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 
 
 
The Fulfillment (Speaker) Matthew 1:18-25 
 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with 
child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man 
and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel” – which means, “God with us.” When Joseph 
woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 
home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. 
And he gave him the name Jesus. 
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Hymn Behold, a Branch Is Growing | CW 47 v 1 & 2 
 

Behold, a Branch is growing Of loveliest form and grace, 
As prophets sang, foreknowing; It springs from Jesse’s race 

And bears one little flow’r In midst of coldest winter, 
At deepest midnight hour. 

 

Isaiah had foretold it In words of promise sure, 
And Mary’s arms enfold it, A virgin meek and pure. 
Through God’s eternal will This child to her is given 

At midnight calm and still. 
 

The Christ Would Be a Descendant of King David 
 

The Prophecy (Pastor) Jeremiah 23:5-6 
 

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up to David a 
righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the 
land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by 
which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness. 
 
The Fulfillment (Speaker) Luke 1:26-33 
 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 
to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you 
who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his 
words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with 
child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him 
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; 
his kingdom will never end.” 

 
Hymn Once in Royal David’s City | CW 50 v 1, 2 & 4 
 

Once in royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for his bed; 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
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He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, And his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

Not in that poor, lowly stable With the oxen standing by 
Shall we see him, but in heaven, Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars his children crowned, All in white, his praise will sound. 
 
 

The Christ Would Be Born in Bethlehem 
 

The Prophecy (Pastor) Micah 5:2-4 
 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out 
of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of 
old, from ancient times.” Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she 
who is in labor gives birth and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. He 
will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the 
name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will 
reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
The Fulfillment (Speaker) Matthew 2:1-12 
 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to 
worship him.” When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem 
with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers 
of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem in 
Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: ‘But you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people 
Israel.’” Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make 
a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too 
may go and worship him.” After they had heard the king, they went on their 
way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 
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and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by 
another route. 
 
Song “We Three Kings” 
 

We three kings of Orient are, Bearing gifts we traverse afar. 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, Following yonder star. 

O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect Light. 

 

Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Sounds through the earth and skies. 

O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect Light 

 
 

The Christ Would Come to Redeem His People 
 

The Prophecy (Pastor) Isaiah 53:5-9 
 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the 
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he 
did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression and judgment he 
was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the 
land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. He was 
assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done 
no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 
 
The Fulfillment (Speaker) 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new 
has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed 
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to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s 
behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
Hymn What Child Is This | CW 67 
 

What child is this who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet With anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, The babe, the Son of Mary! 

 

Why lies he in such mean estate Where oxen now are feeding? 
Good Christians, fear; For sinners here The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through; The cross he’ll bear for me, for you. 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the Son of Mary! 

 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high; the virgin sings her lullaby. 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the Son of Mary! 

 
The Christ Would Establish an Eternal Kingdom 

 
The Prophecy (Pastor) Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 
the shadow of death a light has dawned. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over 
his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 
 
The Fulfillment (Speaker) Revelation 7:11-17 
 

All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the 
four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, saying: “Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and 
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honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” Then 
one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes – who are they, and where did 
they come from?” I answered, “Sir, you know.” And he said, “These are they 
who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, “they are before the 
throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the 
throne will spread his tent over them. Never again will they hunger; never again 
will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. For 
the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to 
springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
 
Hymn Of the Father’s Love Begotten | CW 35 v 1, 4, & 5 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending he, 

Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see 
Evermore and evermore. 

 

Let the heights of heav’n adore him, Angel hosts his praises sing, 
Pow’rs, dominions bow before him And extol our God and King. 

Let no tongue on earth be silent, Ev’ry voice in concert ring 
Evermore and evermore. 

 

Christ, to you, with God the Father, And the Spirit ceaselessly 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving And unending praises be, 

Honor, glory, and dominion And eternal victory 
Evermore and evermore. 

 
 

The Christ Would Be Proclaimed in All the Earth 
 

The Prophecy (Pastor) Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who 
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 
“Your God reigns!” Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout 
for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes. Burst 
into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his 
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people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the 
sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 
 
The Fulfillment (Speaker) Philippians 2:5-11 
 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but 
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to death – even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to 
the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
 
Hymn To Shepherds as They Watched by Night | CW 53 v 1, 3, & 6 

 

To shepherds as they watched by night Appeared a host of angels bright; 
“Behold the tender babe,” they said, “In yonder lowly manger laid, 

 

Oh, then rejoice that through his Son God is with sinners now at one; 
Made like yourselves of flesh and blood, Your brother is th’  eternal God. 

 

You shall and must at last prevail. God’s own you are; you cannot fail. 
To God forever sing your praise With joy and patience all your days. 

 
Presenting of our Offering 
 

 
Statement of Faith for the Festival of Christmas 

From Holy Scripture and the Athanasian Creed 
 

P: “It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe that our Lord 
Jesus Christ also took on human flesh. Now this is the true Christian faith: We 
believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God and man.” 

 

C: We know this from the answer that Gabriel gave to Mary when she asked 
how this was going to be: The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is 
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going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in 
her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God.” (Luke 1:35-37) 

 

P: “He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, born 
in time from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational soul and 
human flesh, equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his 
humanity; and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons but 
one,” 

 

C: This is true, for God says, “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 
bodily form,” (Colossians 2:9) and Scripture also says, “The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 

 

P: “He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty, and from there will come to judge the living and the dead.” 

 

C: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy 
he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade” (1 Peter 1:3-4) 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 
Hymn Now Sing We, Now Rejoice | CW 34 v 1-3 
 

Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice; 
He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies. 
Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 

Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to thee. 
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Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child; 
Through thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

Draw me unto thee! Draw me unto thee! 
 

Now through his Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine. 
Death o’er us had reigned Through sin and vanity; 

He for us obtained Eternal joy on high. 
May we praise him there! May we praise him there! 

 
Pastor:  Rev. Matthew M. Guse 
Speaker: Randy Westphal 
Organist: David Koepsell 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The poinsettias in the sanctuary and narthex 

are given to the glory of God by: 
 

 Stacy & Sammy Behnke and Bob & Dorothy Messner in memory of Angie Behnke 
 Dave Oelke in memory of his mother & father 
 Phil & Carolyn Kramer in memory of their daughter Michele and mother Gertrude 

Krueger 
 Gib & Ann Trewin in memory of Marie Trewin and Robert & June Kartos 
 The Douglas Fell Family in memory of Douglas Fell 
 In memory of Brenda Barton from her family 
 In memory of Audrey & Lyle Dilts from their family 
 Tom & Joan Mrazek in memory of Gertrude & Robert James and Joe & Elsie 

Mrazek 
 Glenn & Jenna Beske in memory of David & Bonny Zarbock 
 Betty and Mark Orvis in memory of Lorin Orvis, Lucille & Joseph Grailer 
 Tasch Family in Memory of Darlene “Mickey” Tasch 
 Brian and Joy Schwark in memory of Barbara Schwark, David and Bonny Zarbock 
 Mark and Bev Feucht in memory of Wes & Marcella Pade 
 Gary and Addie Jackson in memory of Carey Jean Jackson 
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 Wayne Bornick in memory of his wife, Carol Bornick 
 Jan Westphal & Family in memory of David Westphal 
 Wendy Giese in memory of Curt Giese 
 Dewane & Mary Scheidt in memory of Jolene Laurence 
 Roger & Cindy Cook in memory of their son Aaron Cook 
 Nick and Kara Raddant in remembrance of all babies lost 
 Dick Putz family and the Gilgenbach family in memory of Cliff & Joyce Becker, 

Lloyd & Virginia Putz, Floyd Schwecke, and Richard Gilgenbach 
 In memory of Joan Lubeck from her family 
 Royal & Marcie Meyer in memory of Tammy Ellingson 
 Heidi Klein in memory of Tammy Ellingson 
 The Schuhs in memory of their Christian parents 
 John Pitzlin, Jr. and Karla Lockwood in memory of their parents, Barb & John 

Pitzlin, Sr. 
 Bev Bechler & family in memory of Butch Bechler 
 Terry & Glenda Wickert in memory of Jack & Bernice Parman and Florence Kluball 
 Deb Deere in memory of her son, Jarid Meddaugh 
 In memory of Melvin Pipping from the Fisher family 
 Kylie Baxter in memory of her dad, Michael Baxter 
 Suzanne Kollmann in memory of her parents, Robert & Clara Schwertfeger and her 

brother-in-law, Dave Henke 
 Bruce & Heidi Zabel in memory of Al & Darlene Zabel and Roger & Alice Wessel 
 Curt Immel family in memory of Lynn Muench 
 Curt Immel family in memory of David & Gloria Immel 
 Family of Bob and Bea Gorske in their memory 
 In memory of Bill and Mary Lou Vilski from Don and Vonni Dunn 
 The Immel family in memory of Bev’s husband George, and Cindy Immel 

 


