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WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE  May God’s Holy Spirit continue to restore unto 
us the joy of his salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Thank you for joining us for worship. If you have any questions about our service or practice, please feel 

free to ask one of the ushers or a pastor. 
 

 Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current sermon. 
 

 Hymns and songs are reprinted under OneLicense #A-713891. Artwork obtained 
from churchart.com. Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage 
Version® (EHV®) ©2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.  

 

 Visitors, we are pleased that you have joined us this morning. Please fill out a Visitor 
Card and hand it to an usher. Feel free to inquire about our congregation through the 
pastors, one of the ushers, or one of the members. If you are a visitor from out of town, 
please be sure to introduce yourself to one of the pastors after the service. We welcome 
all of you to come and worship with us again.  

 

 
A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  O Advent King, our sins forgive; come in our 
lives and hearts to live, and let our humble souls become a temple worthy of your 
name. Then in the last and dreadful day, when earth and heaven shall melt away, 
your flock, redeemed from sinful stain, shall swell the sound of praise again. Amen. 
 
SERVICE THEME  Rejoice! Your Advent King is coming! 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP Service of the Word on page 38 in the front of the hymnal 
 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
These sentences will be spoken and the Advent candle lit immediately following the tolling of 
the bell at the beginning of the service. 
 

Advent 3 
M: We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the light of the world. He 

came to cast out the prince of darkness. 
C: We remember Jesus who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John 

proclaimed him the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
 

M: We hear his call to see the light. 
C: We light three Advent candles as a sign of our confidence and joy. 
 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

Three Advent candles (the Prophecy, the Bethlehem, and the Angel candles) are lit. 
The service continues with the opening hymn. 

 
OPENING HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers | CW 7 

 
M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 
C: (spoken) And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE O Lord, How Shall I Meet You | CW 19 v 3, 4 
 

Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, Who sit in deepest gloom, 
Who mourn o’er joys departed And tremble at your doom. 

Despair not; he is near you, He’s standing at the door 
Who best can help and cheer you And bids you weep no more. 

 

Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, Let not your souls distress; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon And cover by his grace. 
He comes, for you procuring The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing A heritage in heav’n. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 
mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your 
light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C:  ♪ Amen. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

FIRST LESSON  Nehemiah 8:9-18 
With great joy we celebrate the comforting words and promises of God, which were fulfilled by 
our Advent King, Jesus Christ.   

9Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites, who 
helped the people understand, said to all the people, “Today is holy to the LORD 
your God. Do not mourn or cry!” because all the people were crying as they heard 
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the words of the Law. 10Nehemiah said to them, “Go, eat rich food and drink sweet 
drinks and send portions to those who have nothing prepared, because today is holy 
to our Lord. Do not grieve, because the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

11Then the Levites silenced all the people, saying, “Hush! Today is holy. Do not 
grieve.” 

12All the people went to eat and drink and to send portions to others and to 
celebrate with great joy, because they understood the words that had been made 
known to them. 

13Now on the second day, the heads of the families of all the people, the priests, 
and the Levites were gathered around Ezra the scribe to study the words of the Law. 
14They found written in the Law, which the LORD had commanded by the hand of 
Moses, that the Israelites should dwell in temporary shelters during the festival of the 
seventh month, 15and that they should proclaim this and make this announcement in 
all their cities and in Jerusalem: “Go out to the mountains and bring branches from 
olive trees, wild olive trees, myrtle bushes, date palms, and leafy trees to make 
shelters, as it is written.” 

16So the people went out and brought branches and made shelters for themselves. 
Each man made a shelter on his roof. They also made shelters in their courtyards, in 
the courtyards of the house of God, in the square by the Water Gate, and in the 
square by the Ephraim Gate. 17The entire congregation that had returned from the 
captivity made shelters and stayed in the shelters. From the days of Joshua son of 
Nun until that day, the Israelites had not celebrated in this way, because there was 
very great joy. 18Ezra also read from the Book of the Law of God every day, from the 
first day to the last day of the festival. They celebrated a festival for seven days, and 
on the eighth day they held an assembly according to the ordinance. 
 
 
PSALM 14 on the next page of bulletin 
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SECOND LESSON Philippians 4:4-7 
We rejoice that our Advent King guards our hearts with his peace until he comes in glory. 
 

4Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

 
VERSE OF THE DAY 

♪ Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
These words are written that we may believe  

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
GOSPEL Luke 3:7-18 
As we wait expectantly for our Advent King, we show our joy in his salvation by producing in 
our lives the fruits of repentance. 
 

7So John kept saying to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him, “You 
offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Therefore 
produce fruits in keeping with repentance! Do not even think of saying to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father,’ because I tell you that God is able to raise up 
children for Abraham from these stones. 9Even now the ax is ready to strike the root 
of the trees. So every tree that does not produce good fruit is going to be cut down 
and thrown into the fire.”  

10The crowds began to ask him, “What should we do then?”  
11He answered them, “Whoever has two shirts should share with the person who 

has none, and whoever has food should do the same.”  
12Tax collectors also came to be baptized. They said, “Teacher, what should we 

do?”  
13To them he said, “Collect no more than what you were authorized to.”  
14Soldiers were also asking him, “And what should we do?”  
He told them, “Do not extort money from anyone by force or false accusation. 

Be satisfied with your wages.”  
15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 

John could be the Christ. 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But 
someone mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. 
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He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing shovel is in his 
hand, and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will gather the wheat 
into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  

18Then with many other words, he appealed to them and was preaching good 
news to the people.  

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: ♪ Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Come, O Precious Ransom, Come | CW 8 
 
 
“Joyfully Await the Advent of Our King!” Pastor Zuberbier 

1. Producing the fruits of repentance. 
2. Looking forward to the final harvest. 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

PRESENTING OF OUR OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
HYMN When All the World Was Cursed | CW 20  
 
 
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirt on your faithful 

people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: ♪ Amen. 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

C: ♪ Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng | CW 540 
 
 
 
 
 

ORGANIST 
Pam Zuberbier 

 

GREETERS 
7:45 ~ Joe & Nancy Birkholz 

10:30 ~ Judine Schicker 
 


