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Bells
Order of Service Evening Prayer | 215
Psalm Be Merciful, O Lord | 51

Psalm Prayer: Lord, we confess our sins to you and plead for your mercy. We
acknowledge that sin runs too deep in our nature for us ever to rid ourselves of it, but
we thank you that Jesus has done what we could not do, washing us clean of every
stain. We plead that your Spirit would give us the strength to live a new life; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Passion History Trial and Denial
Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials bound
Jesus and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high
priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it would be good
if one man died for the people. Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus.
Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high
priest’s courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who
was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on duty there, and brought
Peter in. It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made
to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself. Meanwhile, the
high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. “I have spoken
openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in the synagogues or at the
temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. Why question me?
Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.” When Jesus had said this,
one of the officials nearby struck him in the face. “Is that any way to answer the high
priest?” he demanded. “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “speak up about it.
But if I spoke the truth, why did you hit me?” Then Annas sent him, still bound, to
Caiaphas, the high priest. The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for
evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any.
Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree. Then some stood



up and gave this false testimony against him: “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this
man-made temple and in three days will build another, not made by man!’ Yet even
then their testimony did not agree.” Then the high priest stood up before them and
asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are
bringing against you?” But Jesus remained silent and gave him no answer. Again the
high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” “I am,” said
Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One
and coming on the clouds of heaven.” The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we
need any more witnesses?” he asked. “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you
think?” They all condemned him as worthy of death. Then some began to spit at him,;
they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, “Prophesy! Who hit you?”
And the guards took him and beat him. While Peter was below in the courtyard, one
of the servant girls of the high priest came by. When she saw Peter warming himself,
she looked closely at him. “You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” she said. But
he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you're talking about,” he said, and
went out into the entryway. Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. When the
servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, “This fellow is one
of them.” Again he denied it. After a little while, those standing near said to Peter,
“Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” One of the high priest’s servants,
a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you
with him in the olive grove?” Then he began to call down curses on himself, and he
swore to them, “I don’t know this man you’re talking about.” Immediately the rooster
crowed the second time. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter
remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows twice,
you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. Very early
in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole
Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over
to Pilate. When Judas, who betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was
seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the
elders. “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” “What is that
to us?” they replied, “That’s your responsibility.” So Judas threw the money into the
temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. The chief priests picked up
the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood
money.” So they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial place
for foreigners. That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then what
was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty silver coins,
the price set on him by the people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter’s
field, as the Lord commanded me.”

Hymn Son of God, by God Forsaken | 421

Sermon Text John 3:1,2; 7:50,51; 19:39

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling
council. °’He came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these miraculous signs you are
doing unless God is with him.” *One of them, Nicodemus, who had come to Jesus
earlier, asked, °! “Does our law condemn a man before we hear from him and find out
what he’s doing?” *Nicodemus, who earlier had come to Jesus at night, also came
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-two pounds.

“Nicodemus, the Silent Believer”’
Pastor Barenz

Closing Hymn God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven | 787



