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People of the Passion 
Pontius Pilate, the Thinker 

March 30, 2022 

 
 

Bells 
 
Order of Service Evening Prayer | 215 

 
Psalm I Turn to You, O Lord | 32 
Congregation sings refrains. Soloist will sing the verses.  

 
Psalm Prayer: Lord, whenever we feel the crushing burden of our sin, show us again 
how blessed we are. You have lifted our transgressions from us. You have covered our 
sins with the robe of your Son’s righteousness. You no longer count our misdeeds 
against us. For this great deliverance, we rejoice and sing your saving name. Amen. 

 
Hymn in 3:30 service Savior, When in Dust to You | 393 
Soloist sings stanza 1. Congregation joins in stanzas 2-4. 

 
The Passion History Condemned and Crucified 
“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. With one 
voice they cried out, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” (Barabbas had 
been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) Wanting to 
release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! 
Crucify him!” Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers led Jesus away 
into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the whole company of 
soldiers. They put a purple robe on him, then wove a crown of thorns and set it on 
him. And they began to call out to him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” Again and again 
they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they 
worshiped him. Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I am bringing 
him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” When 
Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, 
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“Here is the man!” As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they 
shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As 
for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.” The Jews insisted, “We have a law, 
and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 
When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back inside the palace. 
“Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. “Do you 
refuse to speak to me?” Pilate asked. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free 
you or to crucify you?” Jesus answered, “You have no power over me that was not 
given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a 
greater sin.” From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free. But the Jews kept shouting, 
“If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar’s. Anyone who claims to be a king 
opposes Caesar.” When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the 
judge’s seat at a place known as The Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 
It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour. “Here is your 
king,” Pilate said to the Jews. But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! 
Crucify him!” “Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” 
the chief priests answered. When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that 
instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the 
crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!” All 
the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released 
Barabbas to them and handed Jesus over to be crucified. The soldiers took off the 
purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. As 
they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the 
country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large number 
of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. Jesus 
turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for 
yourselves and for your children. For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed 
are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 
Then, ‘they will say to the mountains: Fall on us; and to the hills: Cover us.’ For if 
men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” Two 
other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. They came to a 
place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). There they offered him 
wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it. There they 
crucified him, along with the criminals – one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” Pilate had a 
notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read, JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE 
KING OF THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The 

3 

chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but 
that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” Pilate answered, “What I have written, 
I have written.” 
 

M: The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Grades K-1 in 3:30 service God Was There on Calvary | 433 v 1, 3, 4, & 6 
 
Hymn in 6:30 service Savior, When in Dust to You | 393 
Soloist sings stanza 1. Congregation joins in stanzas 2-4. 
 
Sermon Text John 19:12 
 

12From then on Pilate tried to release Jesus. But the Jews shouted, “If you let this man 
go, you are no friend of Caesar! Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar!” 
 

“Pontius Pilate, the Thinker” 
Pastor Oberg 

 
 
Closing Hymn O Trinity, Most Blessed Light | 792 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 10 – Palm Sunday Worship at 8:00 & 10:30 am 
April 14 – Maundy Thursday Worship with Communion at 3:30 & 6:30 pm 

April 15 – Good Friday Worship with Communion at 3:30 & 6:30 pm 
April 17 – Easter Festival Worship at 6:00, 8:30, & 10:30 am 


