OVERALL IDEA

LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH

We sometimes use the word faith very casually. “You got to have faith.” “Keep the
faith.” “Make a leap of faith.” As Jesus' journey to Jerusalem nears its conclusion, he
begins to talk about faith in ways that are anything but casual. He says profound things
about the power of faith: “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to
this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you” (Luke
17:6). Or “Your faith has made you well” (Luke 17:19). In thinking about his second
coming, Christ wistfully wonders, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
the earth?” Jesus’ words are serious and compelling. They force us to consider what
true, saving faith is. They make us ask if we have such faith. But most of all, Jesus’
words move us to run to our God and beg him for more of it. Lord, increase our faith!
THEME OF THE DAY
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FAITH THAT DELIGHTS IN DUTY

Look up “duty” in the dictionary. It's defined as “something that one is expected or
required to do.” Look up “duty” in a thesaurus. Some of its synonyms: chore, burden,
obligation, work. “Duty” can carry some strong negative connotations. Now, consider
this. In the world, as you rise through the ranks, you are able to leave many duties
behind. For example, if you are high-up on the corporate ladder, you can delegate
things you don’t want to do to someone else. In Christ’s kingdom it works just the
opposite. An increase in faith does not lessen duties at all. It increases opportunities to
serve God and others. Increased faith means increased obligations and work. But
here’s the good news. The same faith that increases our duties leads us to delight in
them. For through faith we know that we serve the one who first came to serve us. We
consider it a privilege to imitate Christ in our service to others. Just as his service to us
brought him great joy, so does our service to others.
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WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE Being freely forgiven in Christ, may we be led to
forgive one another.
Thank you for joining us for worship. If you have any questions about our service or practice,
please feel free to ask one of the ushers or a pastor.




Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current weekend’s sermon.
Hymns and songs are reprinted under OneLicense #A-713891. Artwork obtained from
churchart.com. Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version®
(EHV®) copyright ©2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
Visitors, we are pleased that you have joined us this morning. Please fill out a Visitor Card
and hand it to an usher. If you are a visitor from out of town, please be sure to introduce
yourself to one of the pastors after the service. We welcome all of you to come and worship
with us again.

HOLY COMMUNION Today we have the privilege of receiving Christ’s true body
and blood in, with and under the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Through this
sacrament the Holy Spirit seals to us the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation for the
strengthening of our faith. Scriptures also teach that as we commune together, we are
publicly testifying to a complete unity of faith based on a confession of all of God’s
Word. For this reason, we respectfully request that all of those who are not members
of the WELS or our sister ELS please speak with one of the pastors before communing
with us. Thank you.
A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP Strengthen me, O gracious Lord, by your Spirit
and your word. When my wayward heart would stray, keep me in the narrow way;
grace in time of need supply while I live and when I die. Amen.
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Faith That Delights in Duty

SERVICE THEME
ORDER OF WORSHIP

Setting Two & Setting One | 172-182, 165-170

OPENING HYMN

This Is the Day the Lord Has Made | 922

PRAYER OF THE DAY Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe
from every evil of body and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever
pleases you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.
FIRST LESSON (Sermon Text)
1 Chronicles 29:1-2, 10-18
In faith, King David knew everything we have is given to us from the LORD. Therefore, David
found it a duty and delight to plan the construction of the LORD’s temple.
King David said this to the whole assembly:
My son Solomon, the one God has chosen, is young and inexperienced. The work
is great because this citadel is not for a man. It is for the LORD God. 2According to all
my strength, I have provided these things for the house of my God: gold for the gold
items, silver for the silver, bronze for the bronze, iron for the iron, wood for the
wooden, onyx stones and settings, antimony, stones of many different colors, every
kind of precious stone, and alabaster in abundance. . . .
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David blessed the LORD in the presence of the entire assembly. He said: Blessed
are you, LORD, the God of Israel, our father, from eternity to eternity. 11To you, O
LORD, belong greatness, power, glory, victory, and majesty, because everything in the
heavens and on the earth belongs to you. You, LORD, are exalted as head above
everything. The kingdom belongs to you. 12Riches and honor come from you. You are
ruling over everything. In your hand are power and strength. It is in your power to
make anyone great and strong. 13Now, our God, we are thanking you and praising
your glorious name. 14Who am I? Who are my people that we are able to offer willingly
like this? For everything comes from you. What we have given to you came from your
hand. 15We are aliens and temporary residents before you, as were all our fathers. Our
days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no hope of staying. 16LORD, our God,
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all this abundance, which we have provided for building a house for you, for your holy
name, is from your hand. This abundance belongs to you.
17
I know, my God, that you test the heart, and you take pleasure in uprightness. In
the uprightness of my heart I have freely offered all these things. Now with joy I see
your people, who are present here to bring the offering freely to you. 18LORD, the God
of our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, preserve forever this purpose and way of
thinking in the heart of your people. Direct their heart to you.
The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
ADULT CHOIR IN 10:30 SERVICE

“In the Shadow of His Wings”

that you are enduring. 5This is evidence of God’s righteous verdict that resulted in your
being counted worthy of God’s kingdom, for which you also suffer. . . .
11
For this reason, we are always praying for you, that our God will make you
worthy of your calling and use his power to fulfill every good desire and work of your
faith, 12so that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you and you in
him, in keeping with the grace of our God and Lord Jesus Christ.
The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

page 179

by Judy Doering

When the storms of life gather around me, when doubt and fear burden my heart,
I seek shelter in the arms of Jesus; His love can calm the storm,
and doubt and fear depart!
Refrain: In the shadow of His wings, I find refuge from the night, in the shadow of His wings,
safe and sure! And I know that God will do all He promised in His Word;
in the shadow of His wings, I am secure.
When my path leads through a valley, when I wander and lose my way,
God keeps calling, calling through the darkness. His mercy brings me home,
and covers me with grace! Refrain
Who can harm me if I am by His side? Who can take me from my Father’s hand?
There’s no other with His great power. He is the Mighty One!
He is my God! Refrain
SECOND LESSON
2 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 11-12
Saint Paul thanks God that the growing faith of the Thessalonians enabled them not only to
grow in love for one another, but also to face persecution.
Paul, Silas, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
2
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3
We are always obligated to thank God for you, brothers, as is fitting, because your
faith is growing more and more, and the love that each and every one of you has for
one another is increasing. 4So we ourselves boast about you in God’s churches in
regard to your patient endurance and faith in all your persecutions and in the trials
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GOSPEL
Luke 17:1-10
Jesus teaches about the connection between increased faith and an increase sense of duty to God.
Jesus said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the
one through whom they come! 2It would be better for that person if a millstone would
be hung around his neck and he would be thrown into the sea than for him to cause
one of these little ones to sin. 3Watch yourselves. If your brother sins, rebuke him. If
he repents, forgive him. 4Even if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven
times returns to you and says, ‘I repent,’ forgive him.”
5
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” 6The Lord said, “If you had
faith like a mustard seed, you could tell this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted
in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 7Which one of you who has a servant plowing or
taking care of sheep will say to him when he comes in from the field, ‘Come at once
and recline at the table’? 8Won’t the master tell him instead, ‘Prepare my supper, and
after you are properly dressed, serve me while I eat and drink. After that you may eat
and drink’? 9He does not thank the servant because he did what he was commanded
to do, does he? 10So also you, when you have done all that you were commanded, say,
‘We are unworthy servants. We have only done what we were supposed to do.’”
The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise be to you, O Christ!
If God Himself Be for Me | 819 v 1-5

HYMN OF THE DAY
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Fond du Lac Area Reformation Service

“O Lord, David Gave Thee But Thine Own”
Pastor Boehringer

The light of God’s “new testament” shines out into our dark world!

NICENE CREED & PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

pages 180-182

PRESENTING OF OUR OFFERING

Guest preacher
Prof. Keith Wessel
Guest organist
Dr. Brent Nolte

THE SACRAMENT

pages 165-169
Lord God, to You We Give All Praise | 500
In Christ Alone | 510

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

THANKSGIVING & BLESSING

page 170
If God Himself Be for Me | 819 v 6-7

CLOSING HYMN

S

Special music
WLA Choirs

Sunday,
October

30

3 pm

at St. Peter’s

ORGANIST
Pam Zuberbier
GREETERS
8:00 ~ Mary & Warren Demmon
10:30 ~ Jim Pflum
Lucas Cranach the Elder created this 1522 woodcut of Martin Luther as Junker
George, around the time when Luther was translating the New Testament into
German (Permanent collection, National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.)
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