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A Martin Luther Christmas 
St. Peter’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 
Christmas Day 2022 

 
 
“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree….” So begins the familiar story of 
Jesus’s birth as recorded by the evangelist Luke. Today, our meditations on this 
Christmas gospel are taken from sermons preached by Dr. Martin Luther. As he did 
for his parishioners in the 16th century, so he also presents for us the story of the 
Father’s overflowing grace and love given to the world in the gift of his Son. Let us 
journey with Luther to Bethlehem and see how (as expressed in one of his Christmas 
hymns) 
 
 The very Son of God sublime 
 Entered into earthly time 
 To lead us from this world of cares 
 To heaven’s courts as blessed heirs. 
 
 All this for us our God has done, 
 Granting love through his own Son. 
 Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice 
 And sing his praise with endless voice. 
 
 
OPENING HYMN  “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” 

 Hymn 363 
 
 

RESPONSIVE READING  Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

M: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
 

C: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.  
 

M:  You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy.  
 

C:  They rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest,  
 as men rejoice when dividing the plunder.  
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M: For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens 
them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.  

 

C: Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood  
 will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.  
 

M: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,  
 and the government will be on his shoulders.  
 

C: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 

M: Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  
 He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,  
 establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness  
 from that time on and forever.  
 

C: The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 
COLLECT 
 

M: Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon 
him, and to be born of a virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and 
made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy 
Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be 
honor and glory, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

Hymn 333 st. 1 & 4 

 
FIRST LESSON Luke 2:1-5 
 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also 
went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register 
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  
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HYMN “Once in Royal David’s City” 
Hymn 343 st. 1 & 2 

 

 

A READING FROM LUTHER’S COMMENTARY 

 
 
HYMN “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 

st. 1 & 3 
 

Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 
There he lay, the undefiled, To the world a stranger. 
Such a babe in such a place – Can he be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race Who have found his favor. 
 

Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 
He is still the undefiled, But no more a stranger. 
Son of God, of humble birth, Beautiful the story; 

Praise his name in all the earth, Hail the King of glory! 
 
 

SECOND LESSON Luke 2:6-7 
 

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to 
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because 
there was no room for them in the inn. 
 
 
ADULT CHOIR “Away in a Manger” 
 Hymn 340 
 
 
A READING FROM LUTHER’S COMMENTARY 
 
 
HYMN “What Child Is This” 

Hymn 344 
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THIRD LESSON Luke 2:8-12 
 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: 
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 
 
HYMN “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 

Hymn 331 st. 1-3 
 
A READING FROM LUTHER’S COMMENTARY 

 
ADULT CHOIR “Hurry Shepherds Run” 
 by Douglas E. Wagner 
 

Still was the sky over Bethlehem, bright were the stars that lit the way, distant the 
sound of angel voices, telling the world that hope is born today. 

 

(Refrain) Hurry, shepherds run to the manger, leave your sleep and come, come with 
gentle kings and people all. Hurry, hurry run, kneel, adore, open your hearts to him; 

the world is born anew in humble stall. 
 

Bathed in the glow of the soft moonlight, there on the golden straw he lay. Close by 
his side we shall ever stay; tell all the world that love is born today. (Refrain) 

 

Hurry, hurry, hurry run to the manger, hurry, hurry, hurry run to the stall. Hurry, 
hurry, hurry run to the manger, born is the Lord of all.  -repeat- (Refrain)  

Hurry, hurry, hurry, hurry, run, run, shepherds, run! 
 
 
FOURTH LESSON  Luke 2:13-14 
 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his 
favor rests.” 
 
HYMN “Peace Came to Earth” 
Adult Choir will sing stanza 1. Congregation will sing 2-4. Hymn 330 
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A READING FROM LUTHER’S COMMENTARY 
 
HYMN “Angels We Have Heard on High”  

Hymn 346 
 
FIFTH LESSON Luke 2:15-18, 20 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 
what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
 
 
HYMN “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” 

Hymn 362 
 
A READING FROM LUTHER’S COMMENTARY 
 
 

HYMN “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 
Hymn 331 st. 7-9 

 
 

SIXTH LESSON Luke 2:19 
 

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  
 
 
HYMN “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”  

Hymn 331 st. 13-15 
 

A READING FROM LUTHER’S COMMENTARY 
 
 
HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 Hymn 350 
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GATHERING OF THE OFFERING  the offering plates will be passed in the pews 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: In the quiet of this holy morning, hear us as we pray, O Lord: 

 
M: For family and friends, all those who are near and dear to us, that they may 

ponder your holy birth and treasure it as Mary did, cling to you in steadfast 
faith, and find in you their only Savior, we pray, O Lord: 

 
M: For all who know the joyful news of a Savior born in Bethlehem, that they may 

spread this good news by word and life to all they meet as the shepherds did in 
Bethlehem, we pray, O Lord: 

 
M: For joy in your service, for patience in all trials, for comfort in affliction, and 

for the assurance of your tender love and care, we pray, O Lord: 

 
M: For those who have gone before us, who have shared with us the good news of 

a Savior born for us, whose souls are now at rest with you in your heavenly 
kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 
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M: In thanksgiving for all the gifts you have showered on us through the gift of 
Jesus Christ, your one and only Son, born for us in Bethlehem, we now 
commend ourselves to your loving and merciful care. Be our shield and 
strength, O Lord: 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer will be sung – found in CW page 230 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are  

yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

M: O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your 
only Son, Jesus Christ, grant that as we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, 
so may we with sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our 
judge, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen.  
 
BLESSING 

M: May he, who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, 
fill us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins 
and the hope of eternal life. And the blessing of God Almighty—the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit—be upon you and remain with you always.  

C: Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN “Joy to the World” 
  Hymn 353 
 

ORGANIST: Erin Achey 
GREETER: Deb Deere 
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The poinsettias in the sanctuary and narthex 
are given to the glory of God by: 

 

 Vicki Brandau in memory of Joel Brandau 
 Mark & Debbie Weber in memory of Orin & Harriet Kletzine (parents) & Terry 

Kletzine (brother) 
 Ann Trewin in memory of Gib Trewin, Bob & June Kartos, & Marie Trewin 
 Michele Reinhold in memory of Leo Trott, Kenneth & Sharon Treptow 
 Family in memory of John & Macy Lou Trewin 
 The Hanson family in memory of Hollie Hanson 
 Joy & Brian Schwark in memory of their parents, David & Bonny Zarbock and 

Barbara Schwark 
 Barbara Krug in memory of Frank & Lois Krug 
 Lori Hardie & family in memory of Kurt Hardie 
 Jan Westphal & family in memory of David Westphal 
 Mark & Bev Feucht in memory of Wes & Marcella Pade 
 Harry Rapp in memory of Sandra (wife), Todd (son) & Tanya (daughter) 
 Lou Lohse in memory of Lawrence & Georgia Lohse and Larry Lohse 
 Terry & Glenda Wickert in memory of Jack & Bernice Parman and Marilyn Wells 

and Florence Kluball 
 John & Christine Orvis in memory of Victor & June Lehner and Michael Lehner 
 Deb Deere in memory of Jarid Meddaugh 
 Immel Family in memory of husband, George and daughter, Cindy Immel 
 Family of Bea & Bob Gorske in memory of Lyle (Bob) & Bea Gorske 
 Family of Rich Walser in memory of Rich Walser 
 Mark & Heather Lueck in memory of their grandson Maverick Russart 
 Phil & Carolyn Kramer in memory of their daughter Michele and mother, Gertrude 

Krueger 
 Jake, Kara, Levi & Isabelle Pipping in memory of Casey Lynn, Octavius & Earl 

Schwartz 
 Gary & Addie Jackson in memory of their daughter Carey 
 The Family of Angie Behnke in memory of Angie Behnke 
 Linda Will in memory of Howard Meyer and Clarence Will 
 Mark & Betty Orvis in memory of Lorin Orvis and Joseph & Lucille Grailer 
 The Fell Family in memory of Douglas Fell 
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 Ron & Marilyn Repp in memory of Great Granddaughter Bristol Bruesch 
 Dave Oelke in memory of his mother & father 
 Don & Vonni Dunn in memory of Bill & Mary Lou Vilski 
 Stacy & Samantha Behnke and Bob & Dorothy Messner in memory of Angie Behnke  
 The Will Family in memory of Wendy Tamm 
 Glenn & Jenna Beske in memory of David & Bonny Zarbock 
 Glenn & Jenna Beske in memory of David Beske 
 Dick Putz Family in memory of Cliff & Joyce Becker, Lloyd & Virginia Putz, and Floyd 

Schwecke 
 Wayne & Debra Carling in memory of Lyle & Bea Gorske 
 Karla Lockwood & John Pitzlin, Jr. in memory of Barb & John Pitzlin, Sr. 
 The Family of Mark Krewald in memory of Mark Krewald 
 Brian Lefeber in memory of the souls of the unborn 
 Jeanne Colla in memory of her son, Michael Colla 
 Dewane & Mary Scheidt in memory of Norman & Marcella Scheidt and Robert & 

Bernett Lorfeld 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The special bulletin covers for Christmas Day are given by Ash & Colleen Hanson in memory 

of Hollie Hanson, wishing everyone a blessed Christmas. 


