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THE EVE OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD December 24, 2024
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The Christmas Story

OPENING HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful | 354 verses 1-2
LUKE 1:1-4

Many have undertaken to compile an account of the events that have been fulfilled
among us, an account like those handed down to us by those who were
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word from the beginning. For this reason, it
seemed good to me also, since I followed everything closely from the beginning, to
write an orderly account to you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know
the certainty of the things you were taught.

HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful | 354 verses 3-4

LUKE 1:5-25
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a certain priest named Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah. His wife was from the daughters of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. They were both righteous before God, walking
blamelessly in all the commandments and righteous decrees of the Lord. They did
not have a child because Elizabeth was unable to bear children, and they were both
well along in years.
On one occasion, while Zechariah was serving as priest before God and his division
was on duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go
into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. The whole crowd of people were
praying outside the temple during the hour of the incense offering. An angel of the
Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of incense. When
Zechariah saw him, he was startled and overcome by fear.
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But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer has
been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear a son for you, and you are to name him
John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, because he
will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to drink wine or beer. He will be
filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. He will turn many of the
sons of Israel back to the Lord their God. He will go before him in the spirit and
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and to turn the
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to prepare a people who are ready for
the Lord.”

Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this, because I am an old man,
and my wife is well along in years?”

The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God and was
sent to speak to you in order to tell you this good news. Now listen, you will be
silent and unable to speak until the day when these things happen, because you did
not believe my words, which will be fulfilled at the proper time.”

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering what was taking
him so long in the temple. When he did come out, he was unable to speak to them.
Then they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. He kept making signs
to them and remained unable to speak. When the days of his priestly service were
completed, he went back to his home.

After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived. She kept herself in seclusion for five
months, saying, “The Lord has done this for me in the days when he looked with
favor on me and took away my disgrace among the people.”

HYMN Peace Came to Earth | 330

LUKE 1:26-38
In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin pledged in marriage to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel went to her and said,
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you. Blessed are you
among women.” But she was greatly troubled by the statement and was wondering
what kind of greeting this could be.
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, because you have found favor with
God. Listen, you will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to name him
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God
will give him the throne of his father David. He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and his kingdom will never end.”
Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
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The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son
of God. Listen, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age even
though she was called barren, and this is her sixth month. For nothing will be
impossible for God.”

Then Mary said, “See, I am the Lord's servant. May it happen to me as you have
said.” Then the angel left her.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 1N 3:30 “I Am So Glad When Christmas Comes”

HYMN IN 6:30 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing | 338
LUKE 1:39-56

In those days Mary got up and hurried to the hill country, to a town of Judah. She
entered the home of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. Just as Elizabeth heard
Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the
Holy Spirit. She called out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! But why am I so favored that the
mother of my Lord should come to me? In fact, just now, as soon as the sound of
your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy! Blessed is she
who believed, because the promises spoken to her from the Lord will be fulfilled!”
Then Mary said, My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, and my spirit has
rejoiced in God my Savior, because he has looked with favor on the humble state
of his servant.

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed, because the Mighty One
has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear
him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm. He has
scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought
down rulers from their thrones.

He has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things, but the rich
he has sent away empty. He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, remembering
his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his offspring forever.

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then returned to her home.

HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem | 333 verses 1-2

Luke 1:57-80
When the time came for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. Her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they
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were rejoicing with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. They
wanted to call him Zechariah after the name of the father. But his mother
answered, “No. He will be called John.”

They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who is called by this name.”
They made signs to his father, to see what he wanted to name him.

He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they were all
amazed. Immediately Zechariah's mouth was opened, his tongue was loosed, and
he began to speak, praising God.

Fear came on all who lived around them. In the entire hill country of Judea people
were talking about all these things. And everyone who heard this took it to heart,
saying, “What then will this child be?” Clearly, the hand of the Lord was with him.
His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: Blessed is the
Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited us and prepared redemption for his
people. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David,
just as he said long ago through the mouth of his holy prophets. He raised up
salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us, in order to show
mercy to our fathers by remembering his holy covenant, the oath which he swore
to Abraham our father, to grant deliverance to us from the hand of our enemies, so
that we are able to serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before
him all our days. And you, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High, because
you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give his people the knowledge
of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins, because of God's tender mercies, by
which the Rising Sun from on high will visit us, to shine on those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

The child continued to grow and became strong in spirit. He lived in the wilderness
until the day of his public appearance to Israel.

HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem | 333 verses 3-4

LUKE 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governing Syria.
And everyone went to register, each to his own town.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea, to
the town of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was from the house and
family line of David. He went to be registered with Mary, his wife, who was pledged
to him in marriage and was expecting a child.

And so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And
she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

HYMN To Shepherds as They Watched by Night | 335

LUKE 2:8-20

There were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified!

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of
great joy, which will be for all people: Today in the town of David, a Savior was
born for you. He is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: You will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heavenly army, praising
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
mankind.”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Now let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has made known to us.”

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. When they had seen him, they told others the message they had been told
about this child. And all who heard it were amazed by what the shepherds said to
them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing | 350
GATHERING oOF OUR OFFERING

PRAYERS

BLESSING

The Lighting of the Candles

We light each other’s candles off of the one Christ candle. This represents our
fellowship with Jesus, the Light of the World, and with each other.
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CLOSING HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night | 337

Stille Nacht, heilige nacht, Alles schlaeft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute hoch-heilige Paar Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar;
Schlaf in himmlische Ruh’, Schlaf in himmlische Ruh’!

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

ORGANIST: Kris Lindemann

The poinsettias in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God by:

° The Fell Family in memory of Douglas Fell
o Colleen & Ash Hanson in memory of Hollie Hanson
In Joving . .
Bermembiance Vicki Brandau in memory of Joel Brandau
. The Family of Mark Krewald in memory of Mark Krewald
. Addie Jackson in memory of Daughter, Carey Jean &
Husband, Gary
e Loren & Joan Voss in memory of Rev. Verne & Kathie Voss
o Dave Oelke in memory of his Wife, Mother & Father
e Glenn & Jenna Beske in memory of David & Bonny Zarbock
o Glenn & Jenna Beske in memory of David Beske
e Joy & Brian Schwark in memory of their parents, Barbara Schwark and David &
Bonny Zarbock
o Mike & Mary Daly in memory of Peter & Tina Gonnering
e Phil & Carolyn Kramer in memory of daughter, Michele and mother, Gertrude
Krueger
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Linda Will in memory of Clarence & Ruth Will and Howard & Ann Meyer

Ron & Marilyn Repp in memory of Great Granddaughter Bristol Bruesch

The Butz Family in memory of Carol J. Butz

Don & Vonni Dunn in memory of Bill & Mary Lou Vilski

Stacy & Sammy Behnke and Bob & Dorothy Messner in memory of Angie Behnke
Lou Lohse in memory of Larry Lohse

Mark & Heather Lueck in memory of their grandson, Maverick Russart
Courtney & Amy Meyer in memory of Jerry Gronholz

Mark & Debbie Weber in memory of Orrin & Harriet Kletzine (Parents) and Terry
Kletzine (Brother)

Terry & Glenda Wickert in memory of Jack & Bernice Parman, Florence Kluball
and Marilyn Wells

Charlie Michler in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Richard Michler, Mr. & Mrs. Donald
Michler, Mr. & Mrs. Walter Michler, Miss Louise & Miss Margret Michler
Pastor & Mrs. Luke Boehringer & Family in memory of Pastor Michael Zuberbier
Luke, Sarah, Phoebe, Chloe, Mary, Boaz, Elizabeth, Josiah, Hannah, Gideon &
Abigail Boehringer in memory of Zechariah Frederick Boehringer

Kathleen Placek in memory of her parents, Ralph & Joan Leisten

Barbara Krug in memory of her parents, Frank & Lois Krug

Family of Lyle & Bea Gorske in memory of Lyle & Bea Gorske

Family of Rich Walser in memory of Richard Walser

Stacy & Sammy Behnke in memory of Angie Behnke

Betty Schnettler in memory of Elmer Miritz and Brandi Schnettler

Pete & Trish Reitz in memory of Trish Prickette and Sandy Reitz

Lois Priebe in memory of Tom Priebe and Trish Babler

Colleen Fink in memory of Lee Fink and Bob Fink

Karla Lockwood & John Pitzlin Jr. in memory of parents Barb & John Pitzlin Sr.
Steve & Sue Koepsell in memory of DuWayne Zamzow

Dick Putz Family in memory of Lloyd & Virginia Putz and Cliff & Joyce Becker
Rose Orvis & Family in memory of Lorin Orvis

Mark & Betty Orvis in memory of Joseph & Lucille Grailer

The special bulletin cover is given by the John & Renee’ Rickert Family
in memory of Renee’s parents, Elroy & Dorothy Schroeder
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