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WELCOME 10 GOD’S HOUSE May Christ our Advent King strengthen his rule
in your heart through his powerful, Spirit-filled Gospel.

Thank you for joining us for worship. If you have any questions about our service or practice,
please feel free to ask one of the ushers or the pastor.

A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP Come, gracious Lord, our hearts renew, our sins
forgive, our foes suppress, our rooted enmity subdue, and crown your gospel with
success. Teach us in watchfulness and prayer to wait for your appointed hour, and fit
us by your grace to share the triumphs of your conquering power. Amen.

SERVICE THEME A Real Christmas Will Lift Up the Lowly

ORDER oF WORSHIP Service of the Word

LIGHTING oF THE ADVENT CANDLE
These sentences will be spoken and the Advent candle it immediately following the tolling of the
bell at the beginning of the service.

Advent 4

M: We light four Advent candles as we behold Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Mary.
He came to share our humanity.

C: With eyes of faith we behold Jesus whose name means Savior. He came to save
his people from their sins.

M: We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts.
C: We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope.

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

Four Advent candles (the Prophecy, Bethlehem, Angel, and Shepherd candles) are lit.
The service continues with the opening hymn.

OPENING HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem | 333

M: The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: (spoken) And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him
as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
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M: God our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You
are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: (spoken) Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of
the evil one. Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we look with hope to that day
when every creature in heaven and earth will acclaim you King of kings and
Lord of lords to your unending praise and glory; for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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FIRST LESSON Micah 5:2-5a

The lowly little town of Bethlehem would be lifted up. There a special son would be born who
would bring spiritual peace to the ends of the earth.

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

though you are small among the clans of Judah,

from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel.

His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity.

‘Therefore the LORD will give them up,

until the time when the woman who is in labor bears a child.

Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the people of Israel.
“He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the LORD,

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the earth.
>This one will be their peace.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Out of the Depths | 130

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 10:5-10
We could not possibly raise ourselves up to God. So, the Son of God obeyed the law for us and

by his sacrifice has made us holy. Christ has lifted up the lowly.

Therefore when he entered the world, Christ said:
Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but you prepared a body for me.
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%Y ou were not pleased with burnt offerings and sin offerings. "Then I said, “Here I am.
I have come to do your will, God. In the scroll of the book it is written about me.”
8First he said: Sacrifices and offerings that were offered according to the law, both
burnt offerings and sin offerings, you did not desire, and you were not pleased with
them.
*Then he said: Here I am. I have come to do your will.

He does away with the first in order to establish the second. By this will, we have
been sanctified once and for all, through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

VERSE OF THE DAY
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GOSPEL (Sermon Text) Luke 1:39-55
In Spirit-wrought humility, Mary knew she needed a Savior. God lifts her up, making her the
mother of that Savior.

In those days Mary got up and hurried to the hill country, to a town of Judah. “*She
entered the home of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. ' Just as Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
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“2She called out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb! “But why am I so favored that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? “In fact, just now, as soon as the sound of your greeting
reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy! “Blessed is she who believed,
because the promises spoken to her from the Lord will be fulfilled!”
“Then Mary said,

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

“"and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior,

“pecause he has looked with favor on the humble state of his servant.

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed,

“because the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.

*"His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.

'He has shown strength with his arm.

He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

*?He has brought down rulers from their thrones.

He has lifted up the lowly.

**He has filled the hungry with good things, but the rich he has sent away

empty.

*‘He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, remembering his mercy,

>>as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his offspring forever.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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HYMN oOF THE DAY O Come, O Come, Emmanuel | 327



SERMON Pastor Luke Boehringer
“Blessed Is She Who Believes”’

1. Blessed are you among women!
2. Blessed is the fruit of your womb!

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

GATHERING oF OUR OFFERING
PRAYER ofF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN All My Heart Again Rejoice | 329 v 1-4

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN All My Heart Again Rejoice | 329 v 5-6

ORGANIST: Erin Achey

GREETERS: 8:00 ~ Tracy & Eric Freiberg
10:30 ~ Heidi & Bruce Zabel



